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SHOT DOWN OVER WESTPHALLA 
Hans-fieter Musch 

"When you grow older, you think back and ask yourself whal ever became of all the people you 
came in contact with dwing the terrible time of the Second Worldwar." The man who wrote 
and sent these words in a letter to Guetersloh several years ago, some 50 years after the war, is 
Frank S. Payne, an American citizen who was a captured pilot treated at the Guetersloh reserve 
hospital. Here is the story written by the US pilot about how he was shot down on February 16, 
1945. 

During our bombing mission there were only a few antiaircraft guns firing at us, but they were 
shooting very accurately. Our plane was flying on the left wing of the squadron leader, an 
extremely dangerous position.. . 

Just when we were about ready to drop the bombs, 1 felt the shock of a direct hit up front 
below engine t h e .  Bob Stuber, my copilot, told me that oil was running out of engine three and 
the oil pressure was dropping. After dropping the bombs, I felt the plane rise and a strong impact 
shook the plane as an antiaircraft shell struck back on the wing and exploded near engine four.. . 
Bob S t u b  shouted to me that we had a fire on the wing behind engine four. 

I saw the fire spreading on the wing ... The loss of the outer wing would bring the plane out of 
control, with no possibility of escape. The decision to escap came quick and easily ... I sounded 
the alarm and ordered the crew to jump ... I threw myself headlong out of the escape hatch ... My 
goggles were fluttering over my face. I pulled them down and put them away ...When I fell out of 
the cloudcover, I knew it was time to open my chute. I pulled on the Bring, but nothing 
happened. I pulled again, and felt a &finite yank. I looked down at myself and saw that my 
sheepskin boots had been almost torn fiom my feet.. . 

Now it was very quiet, no sound of engines roaring, nor flight noise- nothing There was only 
the light swing of the parachute and a very peawid feeling, knowing I was still alive but had an 
uncertain futufe ahead of me. You'll soon be in enemy territory, I told myself. 

I came through the last clouds at about 4,000 feet and, as I drifted sideways, saw a small town 
at my right. I saw several larger warehouses with 2 or 3 sets of railroad tracks with parked 
fieight cars. This small railroad station had just been bombed and was peppered with bomb 
craters. 

People were running around like little ants, but they were aware of me ... I was scared and a little 
angry, because I knew I had no chance of running away or any way of escaping. I held tight to 
my parachute straps and tunmed my back to the wind. I landed on the rails between a warehouse 
and a string of boxcars. What a way to end my mission with the 425& bomber group! 



Here former Zd Lt.. Frank S. Payne ends his report, a story he didn't put down on paper for 
publication until November, 1990. Payne sent it to Guetersloh when he heard that his request for 
contacts had been sent on to the media. He was asking for contacts with people who were living 
at that time in Guetersloh or even working at the hospital where he was a patient. And in fact 
many older fellow citizens responded, people who in one way or another, directly or indirectly, 
had dealt with Frank Payne. 

A lively exchange of letters followed between Frank Payne and Dr. Lotte Heller from 
Guetersloh. She was working then in the Guetersloh reserve hospital as an assistant field doctor 
under her maiden name Brummert and is sure that she assisted in operating on the downed US 
pilot,. She was working at the time in the hospital's OR but cannot remember Payne in 
particular, saying that they didn't have anything to do with the follow-up care. But she knows 
that several wounded POWs had to have operations. "I was working as a surgeon," she says, 
"and things were done pretty much on the double in the last days of the war. A steady flow of 
patients was coming through. They were driven in to us, we operated on them, and then they 
were taken away and assigned to the wards." 

The investigations in Guetersloh were unexpectedly helped along by people in Rheda- 
Wiedenbrueck. A former Anned Forces pilot there is a student of World War I history and is 
interested also in the fate of pilots during World War 11. He read about Frank Payne's wishes and 
did some research on his own. It is he who did the professionally accurate translation of Payne's 
report on the downing of the plane and also the precise reconstruction of Payne's landing "He 
must have come down right by the underpass at the Rheda train station!" 

The investigator from Rheda even found eyewitnesses who remember the parachutist ftom 
February 16, 1945. Ernst-Ludwig Niemann, who was living in Rheda then, likewise made a 
contribution with his letter to Guetersloh. In it he writes: "After I observed from my parent's 
home a parachutist in the air and saw that he was about to land any time, I rode my bike over to 
Nonnenstrasse. There the downed pilot came down, about 20 meters from the underpass on the 
bank of the Rheda-Oelde railroadbed, up as high as the Broekelmann residence. 

Frank Payne from the state of Oregon, USA, has since received several letters from Germany. 
But above all he has awoken many memories with his inquiry in Guetersloh that would 
otherwise not have been recorded. 

In the fall of 1997 the old gentleman together with his wife had the opportunity to visit the 
scenes of his memories. 

(Translated by Robert L, Martin) 





Stadt Giitersloh 
Der Stadtdirektor 

M r .  
F r a n k  S .  P a y n e  
1 4  77 S a l l a l  Rd. 

USA-Woodburn, D R .  9 7 0 7  1 

1. I'r essp- und o f  f e n t -  
An11 l j c h k e i t s a r b e i t  

A u r k ~ ~ r ~ T l  rrtrill H a n s - D i e t e r  M ~ s c ~  
n r o s z 4 1 ) s z  2 2 6 2  

I rlc*fau (05241) 92 2 1 3 9  
(;c.I,nr~rJr. B e r  1  i n e r  S t r  . 7  0 
7iri111lrr 3 0  1 

D e a r  M r .  F a y n e ,  

thank y o u  for y o u r  n i c e  a n d  i - n t e r e s t i n q  l e t te r  f r o m  1 5 t h  of 

O c t o b e r .  I g a v e  i t  our m a y o r ,  M r s .  U n g e r ,  a n d  s h e  e n j o y e d  i t  v e r y  

much. 

T o d a y  T s e n d  y o u  a  s m a l l  b r o c h u r e  w i t h  a report  a b o u t  y o u r  " a d -  
v e n t u r e "  i n  G f i t e r s l o h  i n  1 9 4 5 .  You know i t  f r o m  o u r  n e w s p a p e r s ,  
i n  w h i c h  T h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  s a m e  r e p o r t  n e a r l y  t w o  y e a r s  b e f o -  

re.  T h o p e ,  y o u  a n d  y o u r  w i f e  w i l l  l i k e  t h e  b o o k  a n d  s h o w  i t  a l l  

y o u r  f r i e n d s .  

My b e s t  regards t o  y o u  and your w i f e  a n d  a l l  y o u r  f r i e n d s ,  w h i c h  
are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your v i s i t  i n  G e r m a n y .  

T r u l y  y o u r s  



Stadt Giitersloh 
Der Stadtdirektor 

Mr. 
F r a n k  S .  P a y n e  
14 7 7  S a l l a l  R d .  

USA-Woodburn, DR. 9 7 0 7 1  

I .  Yresse- und ~f fent - -  
AI,,~ l j c h k e i t s a r b e i t  

~ l l ~ k l l l l r ~  rrtvilt  I I a n s - D i e t e r  Musch 
P (0514  I )  82 2 2 6 2 

I r lvfax (0524  1 )  82  3 1  2 9  
(irl>wttrIr. B e r  1 i n e r  S t  r . 7  0 
7,i1nriic-r 3 0 1 

Dear M r .  P a y n e ,  

t h a n k  y o u  for  y o u r  n i c e  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  le t ter  f r o m  1 5 t h  of 

O c t o b e r .  I g a v e  i t  our m a y o r ,  M r s .  U n g e r ,  a n d  s h e  e n j o y e d  i t  v e r y  
much. 

T o d a y  I s e n d  you a s m a l l  b r o c h u r e  w i t h  a  r e p o r t  a b o u t  y o u r  "ad- 
v e n t u r e "  i n  G G t e r s l o h  in 1 9 4 5 .  You know i t  f r o m  o u r  n e w s p a p e r s ,  
i n  w h i c h  J h a v e  p u b l i s h e d  t h ~  s a m e  r e p o r t  n e a r l y  t w o  y e a r s  h e f o -  

re. T h o p e ,  y o u  a n d  y o u r  w i f e  w i l l  l i k e  t h e  b o o k  a n d  s h o w  i t  a l l  
your f r i e n d s  . 

My best r e g a r d s  t o  you and y o u r  w i f e  a n d  a l l  y o u r  f r i - e n d s ,  w h i c h  
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  y o u r  visit i n  G e r m a n y .  

T r u l y  y o u r s  ~,-~;,/, 



,,Wenn man aIcer wird, d ~ n k t  lnan zu-  I 
ruck und fragt sich, was  nit ,;.I1 den 
Leuten geschehen isc, mir denen man 
wahrend der scl~recklichcn Zeit iios 
Zweiten Weltkrieges in Kdntnkt kam." 
Dcr dies vor einigen Jahrrrt, rund 
fiinfzig Jahre nach Kriegsende, zu Pa- 
pier brachte und als Bricf nach Giiters- 
loh schickte, heii3t Franlc S. Payne, ist 
amerikanischer Staa tsbiirgrr und nrar  
als kriegsgefangener Pilot Patient irn 
Reservelazarett Giiter-sloh. 

H ier der Bericht des US-Piloten 
iiber seinen Abschui3 am 
16. Februar 1945: K%ihrend des 

Bmbeneinsatzes wnren nur wenige 88- 
mm-Flakgeschlitze irn Einsatz, dnfur 
scbosse~z sie abw sehr genau. Unser Flug- 
zeug flog auf dem linken FZiigel beim 
Stafieafiihrer des Geschwaders, eine au- 
Pers~ gef&rliche Position. . . 

Gerade bereit, die Bomben abzuwer- 
fen, bwerk t e  ich eine Erschutterung, + vmrsacht durcj~ einen Volltreffer vorne, 
~ n t u h n l b  des 3. rtiotorr. Bob Stuber (der 
Kopiloh d. Red.) sagte mi? daJ3 01 aus 
d m  Motor 3 auslauft und daJ3 der 01- 
dmck fdlt. . . Ich fuhlte, wie das Flug- 
zeug w h  dem Abwmf der Bomben 
hochstteg, und dann durchriittelte ein 
shrker StoP die Maschine, als ein Flak- 
treffer hinten in der Tragflache, bei 
Motor 4, einschlug und explodierte. . . 
Bob Stubu n'ef mir zu, daJ3 wir ein Feuer 
in dm Tra&che hinter Motor 4 hiitten. 

Icb sab, wie sich das Feuer in der 
Tragflache ausbreitete. . . Der Verlust 
dm uufleren Tragfziicbe wiirde das Flug- 
zeHg auj3er Kontrolle bringen, ohne 
die Miiglichkeit z u m  Ausstieg. . . Es 
war eine schnelle und leichte Entschei- 
dung fidr den Ausstieg. Ich loste den 
,4lam am und befahl der Mannschaft 
awszusteigen. . . Ich warf mich kopfiiber 

7 ,awr der Fluchtluke. . . Meine Schutz- 
k l l e  flatterte uber mein Gesicht, ich 

Hans-Dieter Musch 

Abgeschossen iiber 
Westfalen 

zog sie hertinter und vel-stntite sie. . . Alj 
ich nus der Wolkendecke fiel, wtiflte ich, 
daj3 es Zeit wurde, meinen Fallschil-m zzi 
iiffnen. Ich zog am  D-Ring, ohne dafl 
etwas pnssierte. Beim niichsten Verscich 
spiirte ich einen tinverschamten Ruck. 
Ich schaute nn mir I~intrnter und sub, wie 
rneine Schaffelljtiefel fast von rneinen 
FuJ3en gerissen wurden. . . 

Es wnl- jetzt sehl- still, keine drohnen- 
den Motorengeriiusche, kein Flugliirm - 
nichts! Nur leichtes Pendeln d m  Fall- 
schirrn und ein sehr friedliches Gefuhl, 
wohl wissend, daJ3 man noch a m  Leben 
waq aber eine unbekannte Zukunft  vor 
rich hatte. D u  wirst dich sehr bald mit- 
ten im Feindgebiet befinden. 

Ich tauchte nus den letzten Wolken in 
cn. 4 000 FuJ3 (135 Meter, d. Red.) nuf 
wnd sah, seitwarts dahintreibena?, eine 
kleine Stadt zu meiner Rechten. Ich be- 
rnerkte hehrere grqere Lagerhauser mit 
2 oder 3 Eisenbnhngleisen, auf denen Gii- 
t m a g e n  standen. Dieser kleine Bahnhof 
~ a r  kurzlicb bombardiert worden, da er 
mit Bombenkratern iibersat wax 

Menschen liefen herum 4wie kleine 
Ameisen, die sich aber meiner bewuJ3t 
waren. . . Ich war angstlich und ein biJ3- 
chen zornig, denn ich wuJ3te, ich hatte 
weder eine Chance zur Flucht noch 
eine andere Ausweichmoglichkeit. . . 
Ich hielt mich an den Fallscbirmriemen 
fest und drehte mich mit dern Rucken 
z u m  Wind. Ich schlug auf die Eisen- 
bahnschienen zwischen einem Lager- - 

haus und einer Reihe won Kastenwag- 



Nach Aussagen von Augenzeugen 

Frank S. Pa ne 
1477 Sallal i d  
Woodbum, OR 9707 1-2329 
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ki-~egseinsatz rnlt der 42.5. Rorfzberg- 
ruppe so zu beenden. - Hier cndet der Bericht deb chernaligen 
2nd Lt. Frank Scott Pay~lc, dcn er erst - im November 1990 fur einz Veroffent- 
lichung zu Papiel- gebracht hatte. Payne 
hat ihn nach Gutersloh geschickt, als er 
horte, dai3 seine Bitte uim Kontakte mit 
blenschen, die damals in Giitersloh leb- 
ten oder sogar in dein Krankenhaus ar- 
beiteten, in dem er 1945 versorgt wurde, 
an die Medien weitergegeben worden 
war. Tatsachlich haben sich danach viele 
altere Mitburger gemeldet, die auf ir- 
gendsine Weise direkt oder indirekt mit 
Frank T'ayne zu tun hatten. 

Ein reger Bricfwechsel hat sich zwi- 
schen Frank Payne und Dr. Lotte Hel- 
ler aus Gutersloh entwickelt. Sie, die da- 
inals als geburtigc Lotte Brummert 
Feldunterarztin im Gutersloher Reser- 
velazarett war, ist sich sicher, den abge- 
schossenen US-Piloten mit operiert zu 
haben. Sie arbeitete damals im Operati- 
onssaal des Lazaretts, kann sich aber an - Payne im einzelnen nicht mehr erin- 
nern. (Wir batten jn mit der Pflege 
nichts mehr zw tun), weif3 aber, daf3 etli- 
che kriegsgefangene Verwundete ope- 
rien werden mugten. Ich war als Chi- 
rurgin eingesetzt, sagt sie, und es ging in 
den letzten Kriegstagen ein wenig hopp- 
lahopp. Das war ein einziges Durchge- 
hen won Patienten. Die .wurden uns 
reingefahren, wir haben die operiert, 
und dann wurden sie wieder hinausge- 
schafft und auf die Stationen verteilt. 

Ganz unversehens wurden die Re- 
cherchen in Giitersloh aus Rheda-Wie- 
denbriick unterstiitzt. Ein ehemaliger 
Bunde~wehr~i lot  beschaftigt sich dort 
mit der Geschichte des Ersten Weltkrie- 
ges, interessiert sich aber auch fur Flie- 
gerschicksale im Zweiten. Er las von 
Frank Paynes Wiinschen und forschte 
auf eigene Faust nach. Ihrn ist nicht nur - die fachlich korrekte ~ b e r s e t z u n ~  des 

2nd Lieutenant Frank Scott Payne rnit sei- 
ner Frau Lillian nach seiner glucklichen 
Heimkehr im Juli 1945. 

Payne-Berichts iiber den Abschufi des 
Flugzeugs zu verdanken, sondern auch 
eine genaue Rekonstruktion der Lan- 
dung von Frank Payne. Am Bahnhof 
Rheda, geilau an der Unterfuhrung, 
mug er heruntergekommen sein! 

Der Forscher aus Rheda hat sogar 
Augenzeugen aufgetrieben, die sich an 
den Fallschirmspringer vom 16. Februar 
1945 erinnern. Einen Beitrag lieferte 
auch Ernst-Ludwig Niemann, der da- 
mals in Rheda wohnte. Er schrieb nach 
Giitersloh: Nachdem ich v o n  meinem 
Elternhaus in der Luft einen Fall- 
schirmspringer beobachtete und ich er- 
kannte, daJ3 die Landung unmittelbar 
bevorstand, fuhr ich rnit dem Fahrrad 
zur Nonenstrafle. Hier ging der abge- 
schossene Pilot etwa 20 Meter von  der 
Unterfuhrung a n  der Boschung des Ei- 
senbahnubschnitts Rheda-Oelde in Hohe 
des Wohnhauses Brokelmann nieder. 

Frank Payne aus dem US-Bundes- 
staat Oregon hat inzwischen einige 
Briefe aus Deutschland erhalten. Vor 
allem aber hat er durch seine Anfrage 
in Giitersloh viele Erinnerungen wach- 
gerufen, die sonst nicht zu Papier ge- 
bracht worden waren. 

Im Herbst 1997 hatte der alte Herr 
Gelegenheit, zusammen mit seiner 
Frau die Orte seiner Erinnerungen zu 
besuchen! 





Shot over Westfalen 

"When you get older you look back find ask yourself 
whmt happened to all the people with whom we had 
contact with during Wr1V 2." Fifty years after the end 
of the war, a man named Frank S. Payne an American 
citizen and pilot captured in the war as patient in the 
reserve military hospital Guetersloh, brought his 
thoughts to paper arvd wrote a letter to Guetersloh. 

This is a report hy the I!S pilot shout his launchi~ig 
on February 16th, 1945: 

T h e r e  were only a few IIII mrn antiairc~.aA guns 
active, during tlie bo~nh~rig rnission, but they 
shot very accurate. Our airplane flew on the left 
wing of squadron leader, a really dangeror~s 
position ... 

Just about ready to drop tlie bo~nbs, 1 
recognized a shock car~sed by a direct hit in front, 
r~riderneath the third engine. Bob Stuber (the 
copilot) said to rtie that oil was running out of 
engine 3 and that the oil pressure was sinking.. . 
After dropping the bomb. I felt how the plane 
rose. and then a shong pr~sh shook the machine 
as an antiaircraft hit shuck the wing and exploded 
on engine 4.. . 

Rob Stuber sliorcted to lrie that we had a file 
in the wing right behind engine 4. 

i saw, how the fire spread in the wing. . 'The 
loss of tlie outer wing would bring the plane 
out ofcontsol. without a possihility to exit ... It 
became a quick and easy decisioti for tlie exit. 1 
released tlie alarm and detrianded my crew to exit ... 
1 threw ~riysel f headlong out of the escapegate.. . 
My safety glasses fluttered over my face, 1 took 
them off and stowed tlietn away ... As 1 fell or~t of 
the clorrdco\rer, 1 knew that it was time to open 
my parachute. 1 prrlled on the I)- ring, but nothing 
happened. With the next try 1 felt an impudent 
yank. I looked down and saw. how my sqr~adroti 
boots just abant prrlled off my feet ... 

Now it became really qr~iet, no roari~ig 
engine sound, no flight rroise - nothing! Only tlie 
light swing on the paraclinte and a very peacefill 
feeling. well-known of being alive, but having an 
unknown fi~ture in front Pretty soon yo11 will 
find yourself within liostile area. 

1 came througl~ the /act clouds in 4000 ft 
and saw sideslipping a anal1 town to my 
right. 1 recognized rnmy biggex ware- 
houses with two or three milroad tracks 
where freight cars were located. This 
sniall railroad station had just beer1 
bombed. since it showed many bomb 
craters. 

People were n~nning around like little 
ants, br~t who had bee11 aware of me 
I was scared and a bit mad, because 1 
knew that I worlld neithet- have any 
chance of escape tior another alternative. 
I held on to my parachute belt and 
tunled Iny back towards the wind. t hit 
the ground on the railroad tracks 
between a warehorlse and a freight car. 
A tougli way to finish nly war mission 
with the 425th bomber group like that. 

1 fere the report of tlie fomier 2nd Lt 
Frank Scott Payne, who had hroughl all 
this to paper for publication in 
November 1990. stops. Payne had sent it 
to Gnetersloh, as he heard that his 
request to firid contact with tlie people 
who had been living in Grtetersloh at 
that time or even worked at the hospital. 
where he was take11 care of in 1945. was 
given to tlie media. 

Actoally tnany older fellow citizens 
who either had direct or indi~ect contact 
with Frank Payne announced tliem- 
selves. 

An exciting letter exchange 
developed betwee11 Frank Payne and Dr 

Frank S. Pa ne 
1477 Sallal i d  
Woodburti, OR 9707 1-2 



Ileller fro111 O~~etersloh She who was horn as 1 otte Rr~~iriiiiert wras "field~tnde~hysician" i l l  the 
resenle hospital o f  <;oetersloh, is sure herself o f  being involved with the operation o f  the shot 
down CIS pilot. In tliose days she was working in the operation rooin o f  the hospital. hut he cm't  
remember tlte details ahor~t Payr~e ( IJ7e didn 't hnve nnything m do with tlre cnre), hrrt she 
knnw?.~, thnt scivrnl injrrredpri.~oners nf the rcanr neecled operntic~ns. I wns used ns cr slrrgeon, 
she snid, nncl in the lnst d q : ~  nf wnr evegvthing went whoops 'n ' quick. It wns only n pnss 
tlrrorrgh ofpnticnts. Thqf were driverr inside fo us, we operr~ted on t h ~ ~ n ,  nnd th ctr tho. were 
tnken nrrtsilP nrr d distrihrrtecl tn the wards. 

The invedigations in Gr~etersloh were llnexpectedly s~ipported frorn Rheda-Wieder~bn~eck A 
fbnner Antied Forces pilot works there with tlie history of  World War 1. h~t  is also i~iterested irr  
the hor~iber fktes of  the Second Wnrld War. I le read ahoi~t Payne's wishes and investigate0 on hi% 
own. 'l'cr h i ~ n  it is not only due the professional correct translation o f  Prlyne's report ahorit the 
lartnching o f  tlie plane. hut also an exact reconstrr~tion o f  Frank Payne's launching: At the railroad 
station in Rheda. exactly on the onderpass, he rnlist have coriie down on! 

The resenrcher from Rlieda could even find witnesses wlio renietnher the parach~rtist on 
Fehniary 16th. 1945 Once living in Rheda. Ernst-1 .lidwig Nierrianrin deli\ ered cnntrihr~tiorl l le  
wrote to Gnebrsloh: 

After I've seen a parachrrtist from my pnr~nts ' hnrrse nnd I rccogflized fhat 11 c lr nd to land 
prm soon, I took my hike nnd rode to the stred 'hronen.stmssc'. 7'hcre the shot rionn piiot 
went clown nhorrr 20 mefers-from the rrtrderpnss nn the slope nf the railrond sec'tiorr Rhccln- 
IleIde nt the nltitrrde of the apnrlment l3roeckelmnnn. 

Franke Payne frorn the Stste of  Oregon in the I Jnited States already got a few letters from 
C;ernimy. Above all, through his inquiry in Guetersloh triany rnetnories awaked wlrich wouldn't 
have been brought onto paper. 

in fa11 1997 the old pentlernan had the oppo lh~n ih  to visit the places o f  his metriory with his 
wife. 

h4anh-I Walter from Rhcds-Wicdcnbnleck recnnstn~cted \\pithin hsrd research thc j11mp 0111 o i  the American bonltwr. 
draw in^ ofvarachute iump out of the B-17 on Fridav, FebruarylBth. 1945 in Rheda 


