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itt s f d d  h b w ,  sudh WM w i n g  lit'u~ m I & m t i n g . ~ l a  to I t i d  mhst. We (Sin 
Ihi~ md we& i m # e *  mm1 Milk# k P,t%gM. 

Mhjm Dnnds amr w k h f b y  a &mWed kidder jock, hkan& oa our biy over ihe Cb~ne l  
h i e ~ ~ ~ ~ f o h ~ *  W h w e ~ 1 & ~ 0 ~ ~  IIhlrhpllintfrervlrtw.it 

as if- - hmd@ d i  into the t*xt P W ~ ,  htt mlRiff w&4 pi11 dl€!: r 

c d ~ ~ b a d r t 0 b o r m e a o ~ i b o s ~ 1 a n d ~ m ~ a h ~ l e c o l - ~ d ~ o ~ d m m i n l v ~ ' - '  
#e iwdd hn&. *rh\e dm afthe plnm w m  flapping Iilre a bird w<fh t b a  gymiiom. 
thole ib mzd b the %Up1 ofthis f;w~mgmpk). AAftar m landed at KttettishlL 1 
W d  at tb a f h  pkw+rmd it wm wl4b finat aaif tb wean w i t h  q m y .  1 tw1 
atmWaandblbb~i~&.~CtZltti&twit~~kwt~&~. LiMi, t i t l t l*  
anwma t* the w f n ~  ttm wm rr much lmpm bfe. We later l i e d  fhst fh spnx 
m p p ~ q c b e  right wing hd bem hit& &mrlyul. Smrron wa* ~ ~ ~ ~ n v e r m  lhat 
& bhwp that sitrrctwd k, the mt nftbs t~nns, d I hope tlst ~;h~tciu& know- 
b r p W d h m m ~ W h t m i q a  Eiimd bWtdii&lyatea. ' 



7he J ~ E T I ~  b m  r 9  Rte- CWWI .A,fi~~hmR i~wfd~Mms w m  @E -If ~ ' I I  and pbrw 
4 h  mb Itmt i!re hk  F m  b 1 t k  dmct~ Wfowd m y  d # l y  ltMihed PW 
ftm :m!afldltm* In ~FIM c w e ~  !In q eq&mm - aln a'k war ~fwided dl we fhw 
mm fSw t q d  a m .  I f  wm a t q  i-im -ak!d to me h n b  a h  b b  pupa$ 
k m ~te TF mild m dl iv P h m  r~(tmviw kwmt tlw QMmn $mrl, t q H .  

On this pmdktslar i d + i  fhhqn ~me-pt&11~ ~ f t m t d  imkkik. We e ~ ~ d  t l ~  
e h m l .  h RWW p d  4 Irhted F m q  am1 t b  a m m d h  W b  ~~, and bb the 
air ~ M E Q  6 ) ~  ~~;C&WI I  -pied M ~ o t y .  A ah* whiTka M w  th hflaem q x m ~  h 
li~twilha~d&,knsoul~.ttadml~h4tshutlthelag. AURfLhapmmm 
,tt#1 er~r plwe m k  ~ d t ' i  out tk p i t i m ~  tr f fb  nttww p b a  &h fkery emBd rn tR 
am tdm ptnm BJ h#.ik h,hqd$. U $t#s a finixhm af-h#E#Ws d 
W1Wk.4tx1fhq f l ~ w h * @ r t r r l r h m t k # t ~ c b b l ~ l r ~ .  Iland Wars# 
er 17% lmd fi~.Rrlm~ r n d ~ o ~ k m S ~ .  43RQw*f11 I a 
~ 1 ~ 1 l g ~ ~ ~ ~ l 1 . o n v l r l . * e e i h e h r s d o i l h h p a d ~ d i n c n n ~ 0 ~ 1 ~  IIPadfb 
fParr~&d~,~Xt.*nf~h*:h~Ihh1~s~dhira. Tky 
&,.bW tlnp P R ~ .  awl am I d  clK C ' W  4Ha8&y W h  hkb h && C51 MwWqp 
wem pdmbly pdlaf3%1~ ~gp fiar nw mserq& 



A M  flte I l~lJer nltdck llinpsrab~~cd r?nrw~ uttf i l  IW !?if 1 1 ~  Inilia! Pcbd ofAtlclck A& thip 
p i ~ d  the et;u~p imcl !,be wn~ld hke n Imdinp h,wxrd UE Inrgel. dtt the l d i t q g  fur 
wild, ft jm !he plnnc Tor shni#~f nnd k\vf ff i@t, and Ihs pibt would then tutti on the 

1 ~ 1 1 o p i H .  n i r  nr dl fo an,. a ". lab hnl~ll pIalhntn" rr I m h e r  llrot n%ng 

ma In it. T1Pe ha~tmdier r~rtlte gmq lend p l ~ w  twwkl llter~ have m l m l  over the direeliotr or 
Rght t d  !in plnrte. nut1 ~IIIJY tlw t1iieCfjun orall r,f llm l~lmles ut ale pmujr. 'ntia c m b l  wnar 
ty or n b t ~ k  up I x h m  I he N c r h  hwr~h gig l~ t  n d  !be auto pilot. Mod d the 
1 1 ~ r l i n ~  adjrrdrtienh (Imf f l l e  h.*tdstrtlitrr ngarle wid1 thr Inanb sigh1 rvme rr?htivlely mil 
~9 he mlirlec\ ~ t r t  fracking l~rnnl the (SIBP~ 

Very ~ l ~ r ~ i l y  R we hnd 8 1 n i 4 ~ 1  I Ira Ew-mh mn, the pi?& of DIN pime asked nw to trrh over 
the m l d q  hfkr 1 hnrl ssmmcrl rtw~im! r l T  the ~ l n t l e  the piLA P M ~  fie m a  ping to the 
~mr. Wn&i118 strrv~~lci in  ltmt alvitra~irm~t $1~ IN*! biVi~( tmk. R e ~ i c k ~  UR mf lwlt ntut 
hatnen~, tIw flnk rmt. ntal ~ m m ~ l r ~ t c ,  r ~ a t  ntlnclmi In tltu plat= Iry. e1ecfric rsmtl Fur 
!he h t e d  f l y i i ~ g  ~wi t ,  !In ndil.r mrtio trmrwcticitb aml life e a d n i h g  oxygen. 3hc wlk 
anrlrt~d oxyfa~l lmttle hart a Fitv mitarle mpcity as I mnll, and f h i  you had belk bc nem 
nnnullel l r ~  techawe the tn4tie. Willwnll cmwtditlrllo tlweklric syatetn ~orlm#, youjust 
WA nrlrl utll il vrltl r e t u r d  fit  ymn. stnii!ar, a d  cold it wm wilh il King k I h m  on 
ptnnnl. nnd i&tfr n wl~de i~rmcll+ t!f {kg- nt 24,mO he! or* nbout. 1 h v e  no iJes 
%-here flw rild t d ,  hl he f i x !  ncrt return fn the oc#:kpik until n8er the bnh hod bem3 
dl yq.w1. 

Flying ht fr ~r rrmti**n fiw ne wag n try w o u a  e x p k t c e ,  flrrtt tlemamied lofa1 
~ t m ~ i m .  I W R  mvnw -3 ping tm a d  me, bd m u  so imtegt an tsat 
~ m w k i r r g  irdo %c? ehmtt 1-4 plmn rn wliid~ I w~sr flybe fmnrrtiou, that I wrrn able to 
i p r e  I I N H ~ ~ ~ ~  elm. Aa 1 t d i r n a d  d i e r ,  with Ihe g p p  f l y b  atmi* and 
l i d  and d y  n&vm M b q q  changeg, @ ~ g  in fim~th~ was mt tM ttqjh - Gut ditl 
tntally a W i n g .  As ~ - e  appma~hec1 {he target, with  he pitot wbm wer he was, I started 
fo catch ntimpem olmlii o t m k e  a1w1 thetr fl~irles dm md pufB o f d e  IW the flak 
\ma pqqihq an~l~utf us. 'Ilm~ was ~mt a Itell of a ltrt 1 cuuld do ahrrut fhe fWc, but 1 auld  
kmp UR h~ hllfinp: h f  p h  ta twr ten. 1 ~?rwentrnkd ar bt, ebd m m m p W  that 
gml. 

: h i  nspide. ? hmrr waldw! !I#: D h a  A?~#eln: nml Ute ~ ~ M ~ ~ B  fly ~ W U  dam h 
fmmtimr. ?IR clrmnms of their plarres bl  rr?n~~.lltirm, n t d  the 8 p x d  of' tku ahmft  is 
m w t t n t  d i i h f  than what w tlid in tlae n 17s i t  1945. They wmre/are d a m d  good. 

A h  l l ~  ~ U H I I ~ S  l ~ d  OFttl r h q q d ,  llu pPol oTdw WmqI lead a\vitched off tbe auto-pihi, 
rmde R fmir ly dwtp hrm to Ale tell, t r i r u 1 ~ 1  the pfnm €br r sli@!Iy noae down attihIde 
wwlhmd rhangutg the p w ~  m N i n ~  !!!is m11tetl in a very gmhal h a  in altiilsde, but 
r!lw nice ~wrt \  an i r m w  in nir spl). Il~.ere adimhi w a ~  h w n  as "glalting Lb hdl out 
rfl lhem". Kmpiinp iu l m n t i r n ~  with tlwf nctirnt wns n hit t t m  M I e t @ q ,  but h a  m a  
[lw ~ t r l v n t ~ ! n ~  c$kmnving we t v e t ~  getiittg rtlrltlf  t& flak, ml we WE Af in one piece. 

'llte! texl nsiwirltr I jkav twr wilb ilw .pnnte mrv.  atwl exactty the pame thirte hppmd. I 
Isam ~ r c ?  irk 4 m t  he mlt tr why. 1 ittit idly t f v q b t  tht fls attffwsring fbu -11 nf 







The RAF base was stam by Awddm md C& pamael,  aad we were treated 
Xoysny. Wevwre&embmksd~fwdq@dimrathatnigbt,andbreakfast 
hen&& ~ t h s ~ ~ ~ w h a d ~ w n ~ ~ e d o ~ u d i d n s t p a &  
avexaight bags), gs), we wand B* rmiEwms to wem (no rank detqptim). W e  wum 
e w m t d t o a n m r b y p u b t h d t e v a a i n g i b r r ~ ~ u n d  wMwartak krdditioato 
n o t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h r a a i g h t o u t o n t b e ~ w e ~ W ; ~ e r o h d s .  AQof 
theGvaring~arwacprovidadbywra'$eaeroassIlias. 

Tbe&itIshmifitsry~dhrdmbrad~abotlttheY~(W'sors-tbegd 
guys). Oae oftbe wmwmts ntributed to the Mti& rboort their attitude t o d  the 
Yanlcswras ' ' 1 C h e y ( ~ s u s ~ ~ ~ ) ~ ~ o w r d , r m d ~ h ~ ( H e r e  
baiagisagbad). A R a o t b n & ~ ~ w i t b t h e ~ e s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
diSmmm ifmy, (the Y&), md (the Ausdw and C l a d )  +t 
h r w b i n p a y d e .  WeneverdisGaslsedpry,bcdtfier&~iljmhpab,aadthn 
~~rtollrrtrbb~edthtthsl,boffhadiltl[$renrorigiaofombittha,~ 
w a r e a t l q r r i t e ~ .  TheAutaralbdidtakfimaythot~gh. 

Thenmdummhgmho@sbrdtrftm offun a m i d a t ,  snd wewmbuaryayipg toget 
u u r p ~ e d y t o t l y t r a C t t o K a ~ ~  T h e y d & e b o m b s t o E & t e a ~ e d g h t  
of the plmpe fbr take off I doa't mmmbm tffhey W e d  ray oft9r.e petrol out of the 
tanka 



' -  
IrnbeingbuggedtuffnWtthisdf, imhqmpcan~ndamupbmreH 
#esemnWhgsdthepast. SeottPaynebmndingqieadthesebtIw 
Dyenburg Army Air Corps H W i l  group. Evidently I am not the only dm, who 
isnow ~ n g a ~ ~ 6 8 y s ,  Wishloouldgohdchreboseethe 
wbetim, and mfre9R all thasa m i w .  

AlImsnotgkmanddooininthwelW'lWdays~ U n e l a t e R l k t m h ~ ~ ~  
April in the p- m i n g  (the matem w r e  still swing,  probably 
d ~ i n g o B t h e 4 a y s ~ a h w d o f t h m ]  wtmrdgedhthetmmksh 
the mess hail for eggs, powdered milk, Mad span and other 
-ldelighb. ~ ~ w t R a t ~ ~ ~ ~ g o i n g o n b Q c S u ~  
t h e ~ w s f l 1 I e d ~ M ~ r s .  T h E s m s e ~ r a r e f w ~ U m e ~ ~ y e a r i n  
England, Itmsaquietbmkfast T h s ~ m u f & a y w a s a s i ~ M ~ ~ . f a r  
the wbdued atmoephere, m d  premissin hours dld nut eorrtibute tn light 
h ~ ~ .  

off in the usual apprehensive slab, but then tha moad changed as the -ilr of 
the mission m m  pmmW. FiW &ere -Id be NQaemy f@Mr WityP NQ 
flek en ~,mdNQf lakover thetarget  Thedling and ~1bilitywould be 
unl5mW .fW ths mth missha The tatget was e amdl island in the 
~ i t m a m a n ~ O f f t h e ~ ~ ~ F r a n ~ *  

me flight plen took ur own. the dwnnel, and wthesst across the liberatscl ares 
H F - l a n d a m m o l r e r t h e M e d m , d t h e n W m .  The 
m m p m d k l n ' t b m k 3 n d o Q r a n g e , m e v e n H t h a y l c o u t d B y  
that distwmI thegr w l d  bs heavily out nurnbetied. 

Pethaps my mind was dwtling so much on the lack of anticipated memy action 
that mPreh of the details are gone from my memory. & an example, 1 think it was 
our Combat Wing (three bomb groups) that hit the island, but it could hava been 
just the 388th. We did bomb in squadron fommth rather than group formation. 
In addition, since the island was not defended by anthireraff guns, w bombed 
at a lower altitude than the usual 23 to 25 thousand feet (15 to 16 thousand feet 
as my faded memMy malls). Another unuwal f&w, I have no recollection of 
why we were bombfng thk ~~ bit af real estate. Usuatiy the briefing 
mered the signifbma of the terget, and the reason w should risk our lives to 
destroy the target. Sit= the danger wss minimt, perhaps they just ignored that 
asped 



The day was beautiful, the scenery was great (w might have seen more at a 
little b w w  altitude), and h e  furmation was a bit lame with no threat af enemy 
fighters. The formation was tightened for the bomb nm. All in all this was like a 

1 Sunday drive in the country. 1 w l d  have loved to see that area from the 
ground - perhaps in my nexl Itfe. 

One unusual occurrence on the mission was that the bombardier of our 
s q u d m  did not drop our bombs on our first pass. I don't remember if this was 
equipment malfuraction or human error, but the squadron made e big circle, and 
m made a second and mccassful pass over the target With no flak the 
bombardier escaped the wath of the squadron members. 

At my rate, this mission was treated the m a  as the ones that were gut 
W e n  M returned to Kndshall, the Red C m  poured hot chocolate 

for those that lnranted that, and the Medics poured shots of bourbon for those of 
us that prefemd that An air medal was a~atrded for every five missions, and 
that little island gave me 20% of an air medal. The 1st Lt. sihrer bars were 
passed out aflw 10 missions, and the little island gave me 10% of my silver 
bars. A wird mr, but then aren't they all. 

An aside on the subject of Air Medals. Scott Payne's plane w s  shot down on 
his fiPth mission. He never reeeivd ern Air Medal. 1 guess in the strange ways of 
the military, if you don't bring the plane hdc you don't get wdit  for the mission. 
My Air Medal was on my bunk when I returned from my fm mission. Maybe 
your Air Medal, Scott, WEIS tossed on your bunk, and somebody filched it. 
Definitely not fair. 

J o h n  Byem 
C m l l  Carter 
Lynn & Jeanette Carter 
Richardson & Mary Harvey 
Scott & Lillian Payne 
Jaek & Uirghia Rutherford 


