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Chapter One

Hangi ng Portrait

Chi | dhood menories |ike nost menories are often cl ouded
by the passage of tinme. Yet since they are our first
menories they often hold nore of significance then many
others. In nmy own case, many of ny nenories revolve around
my famly and in particular a portrait of a young man who
dom nated the |living roomof ny grandparents hone on
Tol edo’ s East Side for alnost fifty years. The handsone
young man with the haunting eyes was ny uncle Steve. The
portrait was painted by Stephen’s brother WIlliam ny
father. After the war was over, ny father returned to
painting as a pastinme and as a way to honor those he | oved.
One of his first projects was to paint a portrait of his
brother. The painting sat on the southern wall of my grand-
parents |iving room al ways placed over the mddle of the
sofa. Over time | would learn in dribs and drabs about the
young man and who and what he stood for. Information about
my uncle Steve was parceled out over the years in rare
nmonments when the pain of his dem se was overcone by the
| ove and pride of those who survived him The famly,

however, never truly learned of the circunstances of his



wartime death. Many different scenarios played out over the
years, including that he still mght be alive. WAas he on a
secret m ssion? Wiy was his aircraft al one?

Fifty years later a conversation with ny father would
begin a search that would |l ead us to the National Archives,
correspondence with historians, veterans around the world,
and a trip that allowed a grandson to bond with his
grandfather and a son to fulfill his father’s w shes.

In 1997, at the National Archives with thousands of boxes
of forgotten nenories, sone but not all of these questions
were finally answered, garnered fromstill classified
materials in the National Archives. Oher questions found
ot her answers from sources, as far away as Hol l and and from
eyewi tnesses in the United States.

One of the deadliest, |ongest and perhaps the nost
costly canpai gns in both manpower and machinery in Wrld
War 1l was England’ s and Anerica’ s air war agai nst GCernmany.
The canpai gn generally nentioned as an afterthought in many
histories of the war involved about 1.5 mllion Allied
troops and 69,000 aircraft versus 2.2 mllion German troops
(plus 2 mllion civilians repairing the danage) and 61, 000
Nazi aircraft. England started the air war agai nst Germany
in 1939; the canpaign did not escalate until the United

States joined the “Strategi c Bonber O fensive” in 1943. The



heavy bonbers dropped 1 .5 mllion tons of bonbs, while
single and two engine aircraft dropped another 1.1 mllion
tons.?!

The Allied strategi c bonbing canpaign was really two
canpaigns in one. The English attacked at night and the
Aneri cans, against the advice of their English cousins,
attacked nostly during daylight hours. At the peak of the
bonbi ng of fensive,? Great Britain had about 718,628 pilots
and ground crew who dropped 1.2 mllion tons of bonbs.® The
American Arny Air Force used 619,020 troops to support the
dropping of 1.5 mllion tons of bonbs, nostly in daylight.
Eur ope recei ved about 75 per-cent of total bonb tonnage
dropped by U.S. Arny Air Force worldw de through the entire
war. Losses on both sides were heavy. Al nost 160,000 Allied
airmen becane casualties. Aircraft |osses were enornous,

with 21,914 bonbers lost (11,965 British) and 18, 465

L bunni gan, Janes F. And Nofi, Albert A Dirty Little Secrets Of
World War Il (New York: WIIiam and Mrrow Conpany, 1994), 195-200.
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fighters (10,045 British).% It was actually worse than it
appears for the bonbers and their crews, as many pl anes
that survived their m ssions would be shot up and have dead
and wounded crew on board, Mst of these m ssions were
flown out of Geat Britain. Half the bonb tonnage was
dropped on Germany, with another 22 percent |anding on
France. Aircraft based in Italy accounted for nost of the
bonbs delivered to Italy (14 percent), Austria, Hungary,
t he Bal kans and others the rest. °

The maj or reason the bonbi ng canpai gn does not get
much attention in history books is because the action was
wi dely spread out. Except for the Battle of Britain, conbat
generally took place in eneny territory, and in many cases
really did not affect the targets it attacked. Air power
advocat es thought that strategic bombing would win the war,
or at the |least would be major factor in w nning the war.
However strategic bonbing in Europe did not end the war. As
in nost conflicts, conbat soldiers taking and occupyi ng
real estate won the war. Nonethel ess the bonbing did nake a
maj or contribution to the Allied victory and hurt the
Germans quite a bit, particularly in destroyi ng eneny

aircraft and transportation infrastructure.

* i bid.

® i bid.



A maj or concern for the conmanders of the Allied bonber
forces was what targets to attack. Unfortunately for the
men who flew the bonbers, their commanders, never having
done this on such a large scale, used a trial and error
met hod in selecting targets.®

The Allied conbined strategic bonber canpai gn began in
1943 with the initial targets what were thought to be key
conmponent factories for the German war machi ne. The Gernmans
just shifted production el sewhere in Europe and even to
underground factories. In June of 1943 the joints chiefs
i ssued the “Pointblank” directive attacking the Gernan
Aircraft industry. This forced the Germans to disperse
their industrial facilities. The next selection of targets
was the Axis transportation system This change cane about
in 1944 as part of Operation Overlord (better known as D
Day). Wecking the German transportation system kept the
Germans in part frombeing able to use roadways and
railroads to nove units against Allied troops in Normandy. ’

Anot her side effect of the bonbing canpai gn was the
degradation of the Luftwaffe, which, to the US. Arny Ar

Force, was the principal objective of the bonbing. Allied

® i bid.

" Dear, |I. C. B., and Foot, M R D., Eds. The Oxford Companion to
World War 1l (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), 1066-74.



troops had less and less to fear from Gernan air attacks as
the war went on. This was because a | arger percentage of
Luftwaffe aircraft had to be reassigned to air defense over
Germany. The percentage steadily increased as the war went
on.

Losses agai nst bonber formati ons were higher than those
agai nst ground units. There were other subtle effects of
t he bonbi ng. Because the bonbi ng canpai gn was both a ni ght
and day offensive the British did nost of their bonbing at
night (they didn’t believe daylight bonbing would work).
Technol ogy at the tinme being what it was, bonbing accuracy
in general was | ow. Bonbing accuracy at night was even | ess
accurate, so the British carpet-bonbed | arge areas (like
cities) rather than specific targets on the order of
factories or airfields. A canpaign of around the clock
bonmbi ng was carried out against a German industrial area
whi ch woul d be hit during the day by Anmerican bonbers and
then again at night by English bonbers.It was hoped that
this around the clock bonmbing would | eave the Gernmans
w thout sleep and with I ow norale affecting their
productivity, but production continued anyway.

| f the bonbing canpaign had a failure besides the

obvious loss of life, it was a failure to explain its

acconplishnents. During the war real tinme intelligence



fail ed the commanders of the bonmbing forces so it was
under st andabl e that during the war the effects of the
canpai gn were not as well understood when conpared to the

i mredi ate and better docunented effects of |and and sea
canpai gns. One either occupied | and or sank the other guy’s

ships. 8

8 punni gan, and Nofi, 189.



Chapter Two

Every Mdther’s Son

The United Stated was not prepared for the Second Wrl d
War on any front. The First Wrld War and the G eat
Depressi on had sapped the wealth and wi || power of the
nation. Qur nation’s Arny, Navy and fledgling A r Corps
were undermanned and ill supplied. Wile research and
devel opment did continue between the wars, funds for
mlitary nodernization were limted. Gernmany and Japan
rearmed in secret and the United States Arny practiced with
wooden guns and enpty beer cans to sinulate grenades and
artillery shells. Between the wars newsreel footage showed
t he canvas sides of Arny trucks painted with the word tank
to simul ate non-existent tank units. By and large the
United States air forces both Navy and Arny, had but only a
handful of nodern fighters and | ess then that of bonbers.
In fact, at the time of the attack on Pearl Harbor, the

Army’s 8th Air Force did not exist on paper.?®

® Gerald Astor, The Mighty Eighth: The Air War in Europe as Told by
the Men Who Fought It ( New York: Dell Publishing, 1997), 1.



Such was the state of mlitary readi ness when President
Roosevelt issued his call to arns on Decenmber 8'", but
Anericans responded to the nation’s call. They canme from
nearly every town, city, and state in America. They were
the sons of the elite, the inpoverished, and everyone in
bet ween in 1940s America.!® Wiile their backgrounds vari ed,
t hey shared common threads. These young nmen were someone’s
| oved one, soneone’s family and they were every nother’s
son. The average Anerican soldier in Wrld War |1 was about
5 feet 8 inches tall and weighed around 144 | bs. He had a
33 Y%inch chest and a 31 inch waist.! The war touched
al nost everyone whether it was a friend, husband, son,
brot her, or cousin everyone knew soneone in harns way.

St ephen Toth and his crewates were a cross section of
t hose young Americans who fought and died in the skies of
Europe, and in the far away Pacific Islands w th al nost
unpronounceabl e nanes. S/ Sgt. Stephen Anthony Toth was the
third child of seven children born to Hungarian inmm grants
Hel en and John Toth. Steve was born August 28th, 1921 in

the famly's hone on Esther street. He attended St. Stephen

' MeManus, John C. Deadly Sky: The American Combat Airman In World
War Il (California: Presidio Press, 2000), 11

1'wight, Mke. What They Didn’t Teach You About World War 11
(California: Presidio Press, 1998), 14.



el enentary school and Tol edo Maconmber Hi gh School -
graduating in 1938 (majoring in auto nechanics). Prior to
his induction into the Arny Air Corps in 1942, Steve worked
for an autonotive plating firm?. Steve was closest to his
brother Wlliam The two brothers, only a year apart, did
everything together. They attended grade school and high
school together, worked on a farmas stoop | aborers and
even attended M ss Beatrice Garden’s school of Dance in an
attenpt to neet girls.

After basic training, Steve was assigned to radio
school and then gunnery school at Harlingen AFB, Texas,
graduating in April 1943.1 Eventually, he woul d neet and
join the rest of his crew in Boise Idaho. Like many young
men, depl oynent neant naking conmitnents, sone to
engagenments, others to marriage. Three weeks prior to
shi pping out to England, Steve married Addie Mae Dirsch.
Addi e was from Tol edo’s north end and worked at the WIlIlys
Overl and Jeep Plant.*

Ben Howe, the crew s pilot, was from Readi ng

Massachusetts and attended Col unbia University. He was

12 Toth, WIliam (brother of Stephen Toth). Interview by author
8/ 10/ 05
13 bi d.

14 “Tol edo Bl ade” (Tol edo, Chio) 215 August 1943.

10



married to the former Jean Merton and had a two-nonth-old
son Peter Anthony Howe. '° Paul Gruhn, the crew s co-pilot
was from Wsconsin and joined the Air Corps in March of
1942. '® He had a high school diplonma and worked as a

I inotype operator in civilian life. Joel Tutt, the crews
bonbardi er was born in Tennessee, but eventually his famly
noved to Monticell o, CGeorgia. Joel enlisted in the Air
Cadet programin March of 1942; he was married with one
year of college.' Arthur Pilley, the crew s Navigator, was
from New Jersey. Pilley was originally a Cavalryman in the
New Jersey National Guard before joining the Air Cadet
program '® The top turret gunner and crew chi ef was George
Connelly, who entered the Air corps in Chicago January
234 1942, In civilian life Connelly was a postal clerk.*®
Wl liam Ryan, the right wai st gunner, was from New York and
enlisted at Fort Jay on Governor’s Island on Septenber 23'9
1942.%° The left waist gunner, Sgt. Janes E. Hillier, was

from Provi dence, Rhode Island and transferred from an

15 “The Reading Chronicle” (Reading, Massachusetts) 3'9 Dec. 1943.

% Nati onal Archive And Record Adninistration textural Record G oup
64 Electroic Arny Merged File, ca. 1938-1946.

7 bi d.
18 i bi d.
19§ bi d.

20 i pi d.

11



Artillery Unit of the Rhode Island National Guard to the
Air Corps.? Hillier was born in 1920 and had graduated from
Provi dence Central Hi gh School and |ike Stephen Toth had
four brothers in service. WlliamJ. Stanp, was the crew s
tail gunner, had a year of high school, was single with
dependants and enlisted in Arny Air Corps at Buffalo, New
York on Septenber 215, 1942.22 The smallest man in the crew,
with perhaps the loneliest job was Sgt. Dal e Theodore Butt.
Butt was born in Nebraska and noved wth his famly to Rock
County Wsconsin. Sgt. Butt joined the Air Corps on August
gth, 1942, 23

A hi gh school education in 1940 Anerica, while not a
rare thing was a maj or acconplishnment for many famlies. A
1940’ s graduate in rural Anerica, or froma fam |y of
immgrants, mght be the first in the fanmly to obtain a
hi gh school diploma. Because of the initial high standards
of the Air Corps, nost of the young nen who served in the
Arny Air Corps had at |east a high school education; many

attended col | ege. * For a nation working itself out of the

2t i bid.
22 i bid.
2 i bid.

2 MeManus, 13.
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throes of the Depression, nost recruits were highly
noti vated and reasonably well educated for the tine.

In terns of social class and status, the young nmen of
the Air Corps generally had nore advantages than their
ground-conbat counterparts but still cannot be thought of
in any way as strictly products of Anmerica's elite
cl asses?. The Arny Air Corps personnel were, judging from
the results of the mlitary’s A General Cassification
Test, usually referred to as the AGCT, sone of Anmerica's
best and brightest. The AGCT was 150 mul ti pl e-choi ce
guestions given to all recruits designed to nmeasure
intelligence and general aptitude. The Army scored recruits
in five categories according to raw scores. Class | had a
score of nore than 130; Cass |1, between 110 and 129;
Class Ill, 90 to 109; Cdass IV, 70 to 89; and Class V, 69
or lower. 2% Throughout the war, the Army Air Force received
a high proportion of men who scored in Class |, or Class Il
(those the Armmy evaluated as high-quality nmanpower). The
pattern of top scorers ending up in the Air Force was
especially true in 1942 and 1943. For exanple, 44 percent
of the Air Corp’ s replacenents in 1942 had tested in C ass

| or Il and another 35 percent cane fromCass IIl. The

% jbid. , 14.

26 i bi d.
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nunbers were roughly the sane for 1943. Hi gh conbat | osses

and general manpower needs of the nation created a | arge

demand for |arge nunbers of intelligent and skilled nen.
The Arny only allowed nmen between the ages of eighteen

and twenty-seven to apply for pilot, bonbardier, and

navi gator training. Only those with perfect physical

condi tion and excell ent eyesight were accepted. %

Since the Air Corps was a vol unteer branch of the
service, the requirements were higher and recruits had to
work hard to apply thenselves just to qualify. Seeing
conbat on a regular basis in the Arnmy Air Corps neant that
you were either a crewrenber of a bonber or a fighter
pil ot .

No one was drafted and forced into the role of conbat
ai rman. Many of those who ended up in air conbat
vol unt eer ed because they thought that flying was romanti c,
the cutting edge of technol ogy and better than sleeping in
a water filled foxhole. Some, |ike Stephen Toth and his
brother WIlliamwho attended Maconber Hi gh School in
Tol edo, and spent endl ess hours in aviation classes where
they | earned how to build and repair fabric w ngs and
studied the |likes of Charles “ Lucky” Lindbergh and Wrld

War | Ace Captain Eddi e Rickenbacker. If they had to fight,

8 ibid. , 16.

14



they wanted to join the "glanorous” branch of the service,
where they woul d be treated |ike gentl enen.

Initially, nost of these conmbat airnmen were white
because the U S. mlitary mrrored the rest of the
segregated 1940’ s society. WIlliam Toth, while training
near the Southern town of Biloxi, Mssissippi remarked
while on a pass into town that he noticed whites and
colored drinking fountains only and a sign in a diner that
read no soldiers, no sailors, no coloreds. Inside the diner
sitting at the counter eating were German PONs”. Such was
the south. 28

Because of political pressure, nuch applied by First
Lady El eanor Roosevelt, the Arnmy Air Force becanme exception
to the rule. Small groups of black nmen began to receive
segregated pilot training in Tuskegee, Al abama early in the
war. These nmen who had hi gh AGCT scores and had passed al
of the other rigorous Air Force tests becane the 332d
Fi ghter Group. The Air Force created and trai ned one bl ack
bonmb group, the 477th Bonb G oup, but never allowed it to
go over seas.

There was in the first two years of Anerican
i nvol venent in Wrld War |1 a deliberate policy of U S.

Arnmy | eaders to channel the nmen it considered as bright,

% jbid., 14.

15



capabl e, and notivated into the Army Air Force?. Later in
the war, when the Air Force had far nore pilot candi dates
than it could ever hope to train, and the Arny brass
realized it would need | arge nunbers of bright, well-
trained soldiers to win the war on the ground, such nen
were then channeled into Arny Ground Forces. The Arny
experienced its greatest growmh during the first couple of
years of the war and, even late in the war, the Air Force
continued to receive nore than its fair share of nmen deened
to be intelligent and notivated and thus essential to the
war effort.

Bef ore Pearl| Harbor, anyone entering the air cadet
program had to have at |east two years of college, but this
requi rement was wai ved in January 1942.3% This paved the way
for expansion of the Air Force and opened doors for nmany
bri ght eighteen-to-twenty-one-year-olds who sinply did not
have the social and econom c advantages necessary for a
col | ege education. After passing the m nimumrequirenents
(AGCT, age, good health), young men were inmediately put
t hrough the extensive evaluation process known in the

service as the "classification battery.”

2% Victor Cohen, Classification And Assignment OF Enlisted Men In
The Army Air Arm, (Air Force Historical Research Agency: Maxwell,
Al abama, 1953), 44.

16



For potential air cadets, testing meant being subjected
to a series of psychological and notor tests known as
"stani nes”. The test name conmes fromthe nethod of ranking
a cadet called a standard nine. A nunber one rating was the
| onest and a nunber nine the highest.3 Stanines were
designed to determne proficiency in one of three jobs:
pil ot, bonbardier, or navigator. Each of the tests had a
scal e of one through nine. The stanine tests neasured a
cadet’s abilities of speed and accuracy of perception,
ability to read and understand technical information,
resour ceful ness and judgnment in problemsolving, as well as
knowl edge of math and nechani cal principles. Qther tests
measured notor skills, coordination, finger dexterity, and
refl exes.® Scoring high in the physical tests mght slate a
cadet for pilot training, while high scores on nath and
probl em sol ving tests m ght point the applicant toward
navi gat or school .

The two weeks required for this process also included a
battery of nedi cal and psychol ogi cal exani nations, al
designed to determ ne nental and physical fitness for air
conbat. If a volunteer nanaged to nake it through this

process w thout being rejected for some physical or

31 i bi d.

%2 ibid., 16.
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psychol ogi cal defect, they were then approved for entry
into the air cadet program and assigned as a pilot,
navi gator, or bonbardier trainee. Sone of those who washed
out during the "classification battery"” did end up in air
conbat, but as gunners on heavy bonber crews. For those who
did make it, the Air Force determ ned whether they would be
pilots, bonbardiers, or navigators on three qualities: job
preference, test results, and the needs of the Air Force.
Early in the war, servicenen were likely to be assigned an
aircrew job on the basis of test scores and preference. In
1944, the determ ning factor woul d change to the need of
the service. Late in the war, the Air Force found itself
with plenty of pilots, and a cadet’s chance of becom ng a
pil ot decreased. The needs of the nation and the service
dictated a recruit’s assignment. 33

When Benjam n Howe was sel ected for pilot training, the
first step was preflight instruction. After preflight, Howe
attended primary flight school learning to fly a small,
sinple aircraft. Cadets negotiated four phases during
primary flight school. In Phase one a pilot |earned how to
handl e the airplane, recover fromstalls and spins, and how

to land. In the second phase, the cadet |learned to fly

¥ ibid., 17-18.
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patterns. Phase three taught a pilot precision approaches
and | andi ng techni ques. The fourth phase, usually known as
the acrobatic phase, required students to performdifficult
def ensi ve and of fensi ve maneuvers such as | oops or snap
rolls. Near the mddle of the ten-week primary school the
student had to solo, or fly without an instructor onboard.
By the end of the training the average cadet woul d have
made at |east 175 |andings. 3

During primary flight school any weakness from
ai rsickness to rough | andi ngs to poor stick-and-rudder
t echni ques, coul d cause a cadet to wash out or fail. 35
The next step was basic flight training. In the next ten
weeks cadet Howe woul d be nolded into mlitary pilots,
transitioning fromsingle engine light planes to the
heavi er two and four engine aircraft. The basic flight
curricul umwoul d include instrument, night, formation, and
cross-country flying. Instructors enphasi zed precision and
snoot hness and repeatedly drilled students so that flying
t echni ques becane instinctive. After basic flight training
t he successful graduate began an intensive twel ve-week

advanced flight school either in single engine or nulti

3 ibid., 20-25.

% i bi d.
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engined aircraft. Training in single engine aircraft
generally led to being assigned as a fighter pilot. Two-
engine aircraft training usually led to bonbers, or
transport aircraft. Assignnments were based on a nunber of
contributing factors: a cadet’s preference, aptitude,

physi cal size and, after 1943, the current needs of the Ar
For ce.

Those air cadets who failed pilot training usually
ended up as bonbardiers, or navigators. Joel Tutt’s
Bonbardi er training probably |asted twelve weeks (very
common early in the war). Later on, it would have been
about twenty-four weeks (conmon late in the war). Mich of
the training centered on learning to use the Norden
bonbsi ght, consi dered one of the nbst secret and
t echnol ogi cal | y advanced Aneri can weapons. Joel Tutt, upon
conpl etion of the Bonbardi er program was comm ssioned as a
Second |ieutenant and then sent to six-weeks of gunnery
school. The overall failure rate for bonbardier schools
during the war was 12 percent .

When Arthur Pilley was selected for navigation school

he was taught a variety of navigation types over a fifteen-

36w Eugene Hol | on, The Preflight School In World War 11, (Air
Force Historical Research Agency: July, 1953), 11.
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week term Navigator trainees needed to master three main
t echni ques: dead reckoni ng (navigating by ground features),
celestial (navigating by the stars), and radi o (navigating
by radi o signals received fromground stations). This
program was so inmportant that the 388'" commanders i nsisted
new navi gators go through nore schooling when they were
depl oyed and arrived at their base at Knettishall, Engl and.
A good navi gat or needed excellent mathematical skills, an
ability to conprehend what they read, and good powers of
observation. Pilley as a Navigator would becone the eyes
and ears of a bonber crew. One mstake in fixing a plot
could spell disaster for their aircraft. Duties of the
navi gator on a B-17 crew not only included setting the
proper course for the aircraft, keeping a | og on any
observed activity outside the aircraft, but also nmanning a
cheek or nose gun, depending on the nodel of the aircraft.
H gh test scores were a deciding factor for those selected
for navigation school. Like new bonbardi ers, graduates of
navi gati on school were commissioned as a 2" Lieutenant and
sent to a gunnery course.

Enlisted crewnen performed one of three duties: gunner,
radi o operator, or aircraft engineer. Enlisted personnel
sent to gunnery school would learn to shoot noving targets

by firing at targets towed behind another aircraft. In

21



addition to gunnery training, future radi onmen and aircraft
engi neers attended specialist schools |earning the ins and
outs of their jobs.?3

By the tine a conbat airman flew his first m ssion, he
had usually received a great deal of training at his job,
no matter what it happened to be. While each crewran
recei ved thousands of hours training in each of his
specialties, rmuch of the training in the air occurred as
they flew their aircraft across America and overseas to
Engl and.

The B-17 is a mpjestic aircraft; anyone who has ever
seen one in flight or heard the grow of its four engines
wi Il never forget the experience. The aircraft based on
| ate 1920’ s technol ogy and design, was a wonderful strong
durable aircraft. For many of the veterans of the Second
Worl d War the anount of abuse and damage a B-17 coul d take
and still bring its crew home bordered on the magical. B-
17 tail nunber 068 was assigned to the Howe crew when they
arrived in England. The plane they had flown to Engl and and
had spent nost of their tinme in was taken fromthem and
gi ven to anot her bonb group. 068, originally naned Phartzac

was a veteran Bl7-F fromthe 100'" Bormb group that had

% Hol | on, 22.
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undergone repair and nodifications. The Howe crew s new
aircraft woul d undergo inspection and nodification before
being sent into action. In May of 1943 a list of 59
nodi fi cations was drawn up for incom ng repl acenent
aircraft. O the 59 nodifications, 19 were for armanent,
nine for arnor, three for electrical problens, and two for
engi ne nodi fications. The rest concerned the radios,
structural defects, and oxygen system and rescue equi pnent.
The enornous | oss of aircraft and the flood of arriving
repl acenent aircraft overwhel ned the repair depot. The
pl ane could wait, but the crew could not. Losses were so
hi gh that every avail able crew was needed. 3

The B-17F was a refined version of the B-17E. The maj or
external change was the use of w de-bl ade propellers to
obtain nore air bite and better perfornance, but there were
al so many internal changes on the F nodel, nostly to
i nprove conbat ability. The F nodel was built in three
different factories in two different states. Though a
product of nmass production, each factory made different
changes. To identify what plant nmade what aircraft, a

suffix (manufacturers initials) was introduced after the

38 Fr eeman Roger. The Mighty Eighth War Manual (London: MacDonald &
Co., 1970), 148-54.
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aircraft designation and bl ock nunber: BO —Boeing, VE —
Lockheed Vega and DL —Dougl as. Bl ock nunbers identified
production aircraft incorporating the sane detail changes
or nodifications. 3°

B-17Fs for 8th Air Force began to arrive in England
during the first week of August 1942, nmaking their conbat
debut on the 27'" with 97th Group. 800 F nodels were in
service with the 8" in early September 1943. In all, 1200
would fly with the 8" , and nost were lost or retired when
better nodels were available. By the sumrer of 1944 few B-
| 7Fs remained in operational units, being wthdrawn as soon
as replacenents were avail abl e because of troubl esone
hydraul i ¢ supercharger controls. The |ast known B-17F used
in normal daylight mssions was the 388th G oup’s 42-30195
Blind Date, destroyed in a forced | anding on October 7'M
1944.

The B-17 was the primary aircraft of the 8" Air Force
in the daylight bonbing canpai gn agai nst Gernany and was
subj ect to nore nodifications than any other aircraft in
the Army Air Corp?. Field nodifications on B-17s were
common, changes nade to an aircraft when the plane as

manuf act ured needs to be changed for safety or conbat

39 i bi d.
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effectiveness. The wartine environnent in which the
Fortress operated had a bearing on many of these changes.

H gh hum dity and very | ow tenperature encountered on the
many n ssions executed by the 8'" affected equi pnent and
systens that had been trouble free in warner, drier
climates. Many of these problens were highlighted in the
first mssions flown in Europe. The electrical generators
had faulty brushes, the ball turret was beset with
troubles, ice and excess oil caused guns to jam and the
Luftwaf fe woul d soon | earned the weaknesses of the heavy
bonbers. One problemthat becane readily apparent was the

| ack of forward firepower. The Luftwaffe, ever the

prof essional killing machi ne, soon concentrated on frontal
attacks as early as Novenber 1942.*Each nember of the crew
faced difficult challenges at their station. The B-17,
while certainly large on the outside, has very snall
passageways and limted roominside the aircraft’s

fusel age. Most B-17 Fs were arned at first in the nose with
30. caliber nmachine guns. The 30. caliber machi ne gun
proved deficient and nost groups retrofitted the | arger 50

cal i ber weapon.
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The ball turret that Dale Butt would have to squeeze
himsel f into al so had maj or deficiencies. The oxygen |ine,
head set, throat m crophone and heated suit cords, each
pl ugged in different |ocations and could becone tangl ed
when the turret operator tried to charge his guns, clear
them or any other function the turret gunner mght face.On
nost mssion crew s would find that there was insufficient
oxygen for the turret gunner. It became a necessity to
watch for failing supply.

The turret gunner’s oxygen supply could be recharged by
one of the wai st gunners above. Not only did this renove
t he wai st gunner fromhis station, the recharging val ve
woul d freeze open and the oxygen supply would begin to
escape. In the event that the ball turret gunner had to
bail out, he would have to hand crank the turret into the
pl ane, clinb out, find his parachute and exit out an escape
hatch, all while the plane mght be in a spin or a dive.

The top turret that CGeorge Connelly manned al so needed
revi sions because sonetines the gun sight was covered by
turret bracing. Oher tinmes netal side panels obstructed
the view. Meanwhil e replacenment clear panels were made in

the United Kingdom “*?Additionally, use of the gun charging

2 i bi d.
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handl es was proving difficult for the top turret operator.
Anot her early problemwas the | ack of bulletproof glass.
British manufacturers supplied sections for fixing to
cockpit w ndshields, side windows and for the ball and tail
gunners face panels for installation as required during the
early nonths of 1943. The radio roomthat Stephen Toth
woul d occupy and man needed extensive nodifications of its
VHF radi o sets and ant ennas.

Wth the | arge nunbers of new B-17 repl acenent crews
and additi onal bonbing groups arriving in Europe, the War
Departments nodification programwas beyond depot
resources. *

In the first half of 1943 there were sonme docunented
incidents of self-inflicted damage from wai st gunners
running their fire into wing and tail surfaces. Sone
aircraft were danaged seriously enough to jeopardize the
safe return of the aircraft. Heavy bonbers generally flew
at high altitudes. The tine a crew was al oft m ght be as
long as ten hours. At any time in the air the crew of a B-
17 was continuously exposed to |oud noise, vibration, glare
and extreme fatigue even without the stress of conbat.

Because a B-17 was unpressurized and actually quite small

43 i bi d.
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inside the aircraft was cranped, often bitterly cold and
the crew needed to wear oxygen masks to breath. Flying at
such heights of thirty thousand feet required heavy flying
cl ot hi ng and equi pnrent. Wen involved in intensive periods
of operations, nost bonber crewnen wanted to do little el se
but eat and sl eep between nissions.* Tenperatures of
bet ween 30 and 50 degrees bel ow zero Fahrenheit were often
t he norm over northern Europe at 25,000 feet. The danger
fromfrostbite in such extrene cold made naki ng heavy
protective clothing inperative. The Air Corps did devel op

Heated flying suits in the early 1940s. These suits were
available in the winter of 1942 -43 for gunners to use.
Unfortunately they were considered unreliable when used
operationally. The undersuit supplied to the Air Corps by
CGeneral Electric for B- 17 crews had a major flaw. The
suits heating wires were wired in series so that any break
in awre wwuld cause the entire suit to fail.
The crews thought the risk for suit failure while flying in
subzero tenperatures so great that they chose other options
in clothing instead.

The heated flying suits al so had accessories of heated

boots and gloves to be worn with the F-1 suit; both were in

4 i bi d.
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short supply. During the first winter of operations the 8th
Air Force devised electrically heated nuffs for warm ng
hands and feet if gloves or boots failed. Electric blankets
were acquired to protect wounded crewnen. There was Cockpit
heat in the B-17 ; the gunners, however, were exposed to
the blasting cold air fromopen hatches. In the spring of
1943, a typical conbat dress for a B-17 crew consisted of
heavy wool en underwear, two pairs of wool socks, a nodified
F- 1 electric suit, electrically heated gl oves and socks,
standard A-6 boots and A-4 coveralls wth a shearling
flying helnet. The average crewran woul d al so wear a
| eat her A-2 jacket over the coveralls.®

After training in their various specialties the crew
woul d cone together and join the 388th Bonbardnent G oup.
The 388th was activated at Gowen Field, Boise Idaho on
Decenber 24, 1942. In February 1943, the G oup was
transferred to Wendover Field, Utah. Colonel WIIiam B.
Davi d of Cal houn, Georgia assunmed Command of the 388th
Bonbardnent G oup on February 1, 1943 and would renmain in

Command until October 7, 1944.4°

4> i bi d.

* The Unit History of The 388'" Bonbardment G oup August 1943- 1945
(Maxwel | Air Force Base, Al abama), 1949.
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Upon their arrival in England the first planes of the
388'" bormb group stayed with the 96th Bombardnent Group at
Snetterton Heath airbase*” until June 23, 1943, when the
Knettishall airbase was officially turned over to the 388th
Bonbar dnent Group®®. Seventeen Crews | anded on that day,
with others continuing until July 1943.

Cenerally, aircrews would either fly from Gander Field,
Newf oundl and or by way of Greenland and | cel and. Mbst
pl anes | anded at the Royal Air Force Base at Prestw ck,
Scotland. On July 8, 1943, the Ground Echelon arrived early
in the norning. As living quarters had not been conpl eted,
the entire G ound Echelon lived in tents for several
nmonths. 388'" Unit histories claimthat unit Personnel took
this hardship in stride because they were so busy they had
little time to worry about |iving conditions.*

Seem ngly al nost overnight a village of 2,500 to 3,000
peopl e starting fromal nost nothing and ending with a snal

town appeared. Knettishall went froma partially finished

“"United States Arny Air Force, Station 138 at Snetterton Heath, was
situated 6 mles SWof Attleborough, Engl and.

39 Knettishall airfield or Station 136 is |ocated south of London,
Engl and between the ham ets of Knettishall and Coney Weston.

49 The Unit History of The 388" Bombardment Group August 1943- 1945
(Maxwel | Air Force Base, Al abanm), 1949.
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Royal Air force field to a small town of roads, renodel ed
houses, heating, lighting, telephones, governnent, repair
shops for planes, cars and equi pnent, highly technical
propel | er shops, sheet netal shops with the finest
equi pnent, training facilities, schools, hospitals,
recreation facilities, Operation facilities, fire fighting
facilities, mlitary police facilities, post office and
post exchange buil dings, supply facilities and all other
conpl ex centers that support such a G oup Operation during
an Air War. The daily operations of the 388'" bonb group
were 24 hours per day, and 7 days a week until the War was
over in 1945, °°

The Howe Crew joined the 388'" during “Blitz week” the
| ast week of July 1943. Blitz week was a subset of the
Poi nt bl ank directive that conbined both British and
American assets to attack a wi de nunber of targets
including Kiel, Hanburg and Bonn at a tinme when the entire
eighth air force was suffering heavy | osses fromflak and
fighters. %'The 388'" had yet to fly a dozen mi ssions when
St ephen and the rest of the crew finished their in theater
orientation and were placed on an active flight status, but

because of the severe | osses to the group they were al ready

%0 i bi d.
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bei ng deened “repl acement crews”. In the first 100 m ssions
flown by the 388'" they would | oose 89 aircraft. %2

The di sdain shown for replacenent crews grew both from
the high loss rate in the experienced crews and what the
vet erans saw as poor training of the replacenent crews. One
of the biggest conplaints the veteran crews had was that
t he new guys had a severe deficiency when it cane to
formation flying. Many bonber-crew repl acenents were sinply
not prepared for conbat. They made rooki e m stakes because
t hey were inexperienced and sonetines they paid for their
m stakes with their lives. Even with their extensive
stateside training, replacenent crew were not always up to
the challenge. In spite of this shortcom ng, though, nost
of those who survived their initial encounter with the
eneny becane effective fliers. Wth the kinds of casualties
suffered by operational conbat air groups in Wrld War 11
units had little choice but to throw new nen into battle

qui ckly. %3

52 Records of the 388!" Bonbardment Group National Archives And
Record Admi nistration (College Park Maryl and), Textural Record G oup
18.

53 McManus, John C. Deadly Sky: The American Combat Airman In World
War Il (California: Presidio Press, 2000), 60.
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The 388'" group stood down for 13 days from August 1%,
till August 13'™ 1943 to regroup and refit after the
di sastrous Blitz week. The group was then tasked to attack
Bonn in western Germany. This would be the first mssion
for the new crew that would join 23 other crews fromthe
388'" that day. Takeoff was set for 0548 hours. Six of the
twenty four aircraft tasked for the m ssion aborted for the
foll owi ng reasons: Lt. Eccleston in a/c #421, turned back
at 0730 hours when the intercomwas out and his nunber two
engine was failing; Lt. Beeby in a/c #899, turned back near
| pswi ch at 0755 hours when his ball-gunner passed out due
to oxygen failure; Lt. Howe in a/c #068, turned back at
0800 from 22,000 feet because he could not maintain
formati on due to | oss of power in #1 engine; Lt. Porter in
a/ c #362, turned back at 0808 hours just eight mnutes
short of the eneny Coast when his |eft waist-gunner, S/ Sgt.
M|l er becane sick and an oxygen leak in the ball-turret.
At this time, the pilots conpass was frozen and the plane
passed over the French Coast near Dunkirk and proceeded
i nl and about 20 m | es when flak appeared. Lt. Cunni nghamin
a/lc # 595, turned back at 0830 hours when the oxygen line to

the ball-turret had broken. They were over the Bel gi an
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Coast. Lt. Roe and his crewreturned their aircraft no

| onger needed as a spare aircraft. °*

The formation was now down to eighteen aircraft still
proceedi ng on course to the Insertion Point. At the IP it
was inpossible to identify the target because of the sun,
whi ch was directly ahead of the formation obscuring the
target. As a consequence, the primary target of Wsseling
was abandoned and the group then proceeded to the secondary
target of Bonn. Strike photos showed that the bonbs were

dropped in the center of the city.

FIl ak was encountered both on the route in and out but was
nmeager. An intense barrage was sent up at Cologne, | ust
north of Bonn, but was off to the left of the formation.

25 eneny fighters were spotted but did not engage the
group. All of the 388'" bonb group aircraft returned safely
to base by 1121 hours. Two B-17's fromthe 95'" bonb group

were the only 4'" wing aircraft lost.

The Howe crew s second mission would be on August 15"
1943 to attack an airfield near Lille, France. Twenty-five

aircraft took off at 1655 hours and joined up with the rest

54 National Archives and Record Administration, Textural Records
G oup 18, 388'" Bonmb Group 13, August, 1943.
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of the wing. The 388'" would be the | ead el ement for this
m ssion. One ship aborted with a run away engine. Lt. Cox
and his crewfilled in. The group flew the m ssion as

pl anned encountering six eneny fighters with no damage. °°
The very next day, on August the 16'", the crew was tasked
with another mssion to attack an airfield in Poix, Belgium
and Abbeville, France The group attacked Poi x at 0911 hours
and Abbeville-Ducat at 0923 hours. Results for the raid
were given as good. Lt. Howe would wite in the after
action interrogation formthat twelve eneny fighters were
seen near Abbeville, then again as they approached the
coast. Howe and the crew would witness the fate of a
straggler as they watched the German fighters attack and
force the aircraft down only three mnutes after the group

attacked the second target. >

* National Archives and Record Administration, Textural Records Goup
18, 388'" Bomb Group 15, August, 1943.
" ibid., 16, August, 1943.
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Chapter Three

Last Dance

On Thursday August 19, 1943 two days after a disastrous
m ssion to Regensburg, an order cane down fromstaff for
the 388'" to furnish aircraft for a conposite strike against
German Three Luftwaffe Airfields and repair centers in the
Net her| ands. Bonber command felt an all out effort nust be
made to show the Germans that the | osses suffered on August
17'" woul d not sl ow down the Allied bonbing canpai gn

One hundred twenty-five B-17's woul d be di spatched to
Glze-Rjen and Flushing Airfields; 38 B-17's hit G| ze-
Rijen at 1802-1814 hours and 55 hit Flushing at 1756 hours.
A second wave of 45 B-17's are dispatched to Wensdrecht
Airfield but weather prevents themhitting the target.

It was Thursday August 19'" 1943, 8:44 pm Doubl e Engli sh
Sunmer Time. *®The place and tine was wartinme Engl and.
“Casabl anca” starring Hunphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman
was the wartine novie and Aen MIIler had hel ped formthe
Arny Air Force band, whose new single was “Moonlight

Serenade”. In alittle factory town of Auschwitz on the

58 National Archives and Record Administration, Textural Records G oup
18, 388'" Bomb Group 19, August, 1943.
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German Frontier the crematoriuns were now finished and the
ovens stoked to inplenent the “Final Solution”.

At Station 136 near the village of Knettishall al ong
t he Peddars Way in southern England a solem vigil had
begun. Everyone who could lined the airfield s runways
| ooking for the return of the 388'™s B-17"s. (One by one the
aircraft returned circling, the field. The tinme was 2019
hours, and the group was m nus one bonber. One of the crew
menbers on that m ssing bonber was Stephen Toth, the son of
Hungarian imm grants who had settled on the east side of
Tol edo under the shadow of St. Stephen’s Catholic Church.

No flares were fired today to alert the ground crews
t hat wounded were on board. Wen all the planes were at
2000 feet, the group formation turned to fly down w nd. The
whol e group then nade a 180-degree turn and the planes cane
in for landing. °° Each of the bonbers taxied to their
di spersal points, shutting down both the two inboard
engines to allow easier control. On reaching the dispersa
areas, the ground crew gave their signals for parking the
aircraft in the required position. Care had to be exercised
in turning the bonber so as not to run off the concrete and

damage the | anding gear. ®°
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Each of the crews di senbarked from the nost conveni ent
exits, bringing out their personal equipnment. After exiting
t he bonber, the crews started renoving their electrically
heated flying suits and other flight clothing, putting them
into carrying bags. GQunners renoved and cl eaned their guns
and placed themfor collection by an anmunition crew truck.

The flight engineer and pilot conpleted the Form 1A on
which the pilot reported any nmechani cal problens or known
damage. Both air and ground crews inspected their bonber
for battle damage while the bonber crews waited for their
ride back to the base. ®

A truck coll ected conbat crews and took themto the
bases briefing roomconplex. A squadron clerk checked the
men’ s personal equi pnent—parachutes, flying suits, Me
Wests, escape kits, oxygen nmasks. At the end of the room
awai ted refreshnments served by Red Cross girls at tables
pl aced at one end of the room Sonetines it was coffee and
doughnuts other tinmes powdered egg and corned beef
sandwi ches with grapefruit juice. There were also two shots
of whisky for each crew nmenber. ©2
At anot her table an operations officer collected news

of eneny convoys, shipping or activity that m ght affect
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ot her operations, aircraft seen in distress, crashes and
di tchings. Meanwhile, command pilots reported to the
operations officer in the briefing room giving a brief
rundown on the Group’s performance during the m ssion that
would formthe basis of a “flash” report tel ephoned to the
4'" W ng command center

After dropping off their equipnent, getting sonething
to eat and attending to personal needs, the crews went to
the briefing roomfor after m ssion debriefing. Each crew
sat at a table with an intelligence officer. The
intelligence officer used a standard set of questions
covering target observations, flak and fighter opposition
where encountered, tactics, fighter clains, weather,
fighter support, aircraft in distress, plus other pertinent
observati ons and suggesti ons.

The aircraft gunners’ clains of eneny aircraft shot
down were then reviewed and conpared agai nst the other
crews for substantiation and to avoid duplication. Each of
t he groups navigators and bonbardiers were required to give
separate reports on their part, navigators handing in their
| ogs and bonbardiers filling out bonbing forns.
Interrogation of |ead crew was nore in depth, especially as

inthis case a tactical error had been nade. Debriefings in
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general mght take up to an hour and a half before al
crews were processed. ©3

The men had just returned froma daylight-bonbing raid
over Bel gium and Hol | and, and now t hey huddl ed around the
table. They all wore their leather flight jackets; sone
wore officers’ caps, sonme the fur-lined caps of enlisted
men. In their late teens and early 20s, they were serious
beyond their age, having been matured by the G eat
Depression and now t he War.

Lt. Pearlman was trying to piece together the fate of
the crew of B-17 nunber 068, the m ssing bonber. The nen
told Pearlman that the last tine they saw 68, it was flying
| ow near the coast of Holland, silhouetted against the
cl ouds. The plane had been hit earlier by flak and coul d
not keep up with the flight. Some of the nen grunbl ed
about the lack of fighter support.®

For over fifty years, the fate of plane 068 has renmi ned
a nystery. Eventually, it was reported that my uncle had
di ed. But exactly how did he die? Were did he die? Under
what circunstances did he die? Had he suffered? Had he been

brave? None of this was known.

&3 i bi d.
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One day, Stephen Toth wote a letter back honme to Tol edo,
Ohio to his sister in law Ruth Toth describing how the
bonbs | ooked |ike feathers floating in the wind as they
fell to the earth. The next, he was gone. ®

The m ssion was part of the Pointblank strategy.
Pointblank was a directive fromthe Joint Chiefs of Staff
that placed the German aircraft industry as a prinmary
target for the 8" Air Force and for the 8" to win air
superiority over the Europe. The goals of this particular
m ssion were to weaken the German Luftwaffe by bonbing
airfields in Holland and Bel gium and to show t he Germans
that B- 17s woul d continue to bonb, no matter what
casualties the Germans inflicted upon the Allies. But the
m ssi on was doonmed. Even before the 402" Wng droned over
the coast and into the English Channel, one of the bonbers
“Bl ackheart Junior” had crashed. Taking their place on the
m ssion woul d be the crew of 068.

The crew signing on to board plane 068 that day was
Pilot Lt. Benjamn Howe Jr., co-Pilot 2nd Lt. Paul R
Gruhn, Navigator 2" Lt. Arthur G Pilley, Bonbardier 2nd
Lt. Joel Tutt, Radio Operator Staff Sgt. Stephen A Toth,

Top-Turret CGunner Staff Sgt. George E. Connelly, Ball-

65 Rahm Tot h, Ruth Interview by author 10/06/06.
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Turret Gunner Staff Sgt. Dale T Butt, Waist Gunner Staff
Sgt. WIlliam G Ryan, Left-Waist Gunner Staff Sgt. Janes E
Hillier, and Tail Gunner Staff Sgt. WIliamJ. Stanp.®®
Norrmal |y, the conmbat wi ng was nmade up of three groups a
high, a low, and a |lead group. But today, the 402" Combat
Wng only had two groups due to heavy | oses during the
August 17'" raid on Regensburg and Schwei nfurt Gernmany. The
group’s weat her section reported a beautiful day for
flying, but with only a few scattered, fleecy clouds. ©7
That nmorning’ s briefing material had warned that the
target areas would be well defended by “a great nunber of
fighters based within a 130-mle radius.” Seven ships of
the 388'" took off from Knettishall at 1631 hours, circled
the field to gain formation and then joined up with the 96'"
bonmb groups aircraft over Snetterton Heath to formthe | ow
squadron of the |ead group. As the group approached
Norwi ch, England one B-17 fromthe 96'" bonb group “Black
Heart Jr.” suffered an oxygen mal function and caught on

fire. Its crew bailing out, and the plane crashing into the

Engl i sh Channel . ©8

66 National Archives and Record Administration, Textural Records
G oup 18, 388'" Bonmb Group 19, August, 1943.

7 i bi d.

8 i bi d.

42



Lt. Howe and his crew were flying the abort
el enment (spare aircraft) of the group that day and filled
t he vacancy caused by the crash of “ Blackheart Jr.”. Ahead
of the Wng, the Dutch coast was a flat, peaceful haze.

The bonb w ng made | andfall near the Dutch city of
Ostend around 1900 hours, considerably south of the planned
route. The bonmber formation then swung northeast toward the
primary target of the Wensdrecht airport. Everything
seened quiet as they neared the initial point of the
bombi ng i nn. However, in the groups |lead aircraft piloted
by Lt. Bowen the |l ead navigator made a fatal error while
setting the course for the entire group. Though the error
was a mnor mscalculation, it brought the group 21 nmiles
off course directly over costal flak batteries. ©°

Every crew of an Allied bonber approaching their target
knew t hey woul d eventually cone under fire fromflak and
eneny fighters. The word flak cones froma Gernman word
meani ng “antiaircraft fire”. Since early in the war, nost
antiaircraft units foll owed the practice of firing
“barrages” or walls of heavy (75 mmand |arger) shells with
timed fuses set to explode at a preset altitude. A network

of observers sent reports to a command post. The command
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post woul d cal cul ate speed direction and the altitude of
t he bonbers. This information would tell the gun crews what
angl e, when and how | ong the flak enpl acenents should fire
for. It generally took several thousand shells to bring
down one bonber. The Germans clainmed to have shot down
over 1200 heavy bonbers with flak guns. ’°

Until 068 approached the flak batteries the cloud cover
had been thick. But as they neared the Wensdrecht
airfield, the clouds broke. Everyone opened their bonb bay
doors, a common practice because the cold at high altitude
woul d cause noi sture to sonetinmes freeze the doors shut.
Li ght, inaccurate flak fire began fromthe Gernan batteries
bel ow.

As they arrived on the coast, crews observed very heavy
ground haze. On earlier mssions that year, bad weat her had
caused m ssed targets and civilian casualties 900 civilians
on one raid, 400 on another. As a result, the bonbers were
under strict orders not to bonb unless the targets were
“visible and identifiable.” Col. Ods chose not to bomb. "
| nstead, he nmade a slow turn left and flew —bonb bay doors
still open —northeasterly to the secondary target, the

Glze-Rijen airfield.

0 perret, 330.
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Glze-Rijen had a nore strategic value to the Gernans
t han the Wensdrecht airfield and, as a result, was nore
heavily defended. Only an hour before, the 103rd had bonbed
Glze-Rijen and had lost two B-17s to a conbi nation of flak
and eneny fighters.

In the air at 20,000 feet, where it was 40 bel ow zero
in the plane and everyone was wearing oxygen masks, Lt.
Howe fought for his life and the lives of his nine-crew
menbers. A burst of flak had just expl oded beneath their
left wing and one of the shards had pierced plane 68s’
nunber four engine. First it snoked, and then it burst into
flanes.

As the formation approached it was fired upon by the
2nd and 3rd battery of the Gemischter Flak Abteilung (m xed
Flak unit) 665, which had its positions close to the G| ze—
Rijen airfield. The 3rd battery’ s Conmandi ng O fi cer,
Oberleutnant Schutte (First Lieutenant), wote in his daily
report:

“On August 19, 1943 we were at battle stations
since 1847 hours. At 1955 hours, after we had al ready
fired on two other formations, a new formation of
Anmeri can bonbers, approaching the airfield from4
o’ cl ock, was picked up. At 1959 hours fire was opened
on the formation, which flew at 6,500 neters height,
at extrene range of alnost 9.5 kilonmeters. Lt. Schutte
clainmed that his battery’' s salvos were well ained.
According to observers, and evasive action and unrest

in the formation could be noticed. At the end of our
firing a definite snoke trail, gradually increasing,

45



coul d be seen conmng fromone of the airplanes. At
2001 hours we stopped firing, after using 76 rounds of
88 mm gun ammunition. The formation continued on
course from4 to 10 o’ cl ock. However, the stricken
bonmber with the snoke trail had left the formation
shortly after being hit, and turned to the left, in
the direction of 9 o’ clock.” "

The bonber they had hit and which had Ieft the formation
was 068 of the 388th Bonb Group, 561st Bonb Squadron.
Acting quickly, Howe pushed the plane into a sideward dive,
extinguishing the fire. He then feathered the nunber four-
engi ne props to nmnimze the power |oss. The danger had
been handl ed. Neverthel ess, they now only had three
engi nes, had | ost speed, and were sitting ducks for the
German fighters. Meanwhile the rest of the Wng conti nued
on their bonmb run. Colonel A ds again decided that they did
not have a “visible and identifiable” target. No bonbs were
dr opped. 3

In a desperate attenpt to regain the safety of the
group and avoid being | eft behind, Howe turned the plane
sharply to the left to neet other bonbers at the rally
point. Not being able to neet the first group, Howe net the

second and | ast group. Al though now the tail end Charlie,

or last man in the formation, the crew was relatively safe

2 Captured German Docunments RG 242 and AVO 230 NARA

78 National Archives and Record Adnministration, Textural Records
Goup 18, 388'" Bonb Group 388'" S2 Report, 19, August, 1943.
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for the tine being. The | eader of the 96th saw that Howe’s
aircraft was on fire as Howe pulled ahead of the group. The
German fighters then turned and to make a pass at Howe’s

pl ane and the 96'" lead pilot throttled down to 150 MPH to
try to protect him ™

The wi ng was now on their way back to Engl and, heading
toward channel and the Dutch coast. After a pair of fighter
attacks, Col. A ds ordered the second group to speed up and
to close wwth the first group. This left plane 68 behind.
Howe with only three engines would have his air speed cut
back to around 150 mles an hour and would not be able to
keep pace with the group. If there had been a third group,
Howe and crew woul d have been protected |onger all the way
to coast and hone to Engl and.

Movi ng sout hwest, Howe’s crew fought their way toward
the town of Haamstede at 19: 20 hours Haamstede Burgomaster
P.C. Boot | ooked up and saw Howe’' s pl ane approaching the
villages at about 3,000 feet, battling against two Gernman
fighters. ™

O the many hazards faced by fighter pilots and bonber
crews, accidents, ranked a distant third behi nd eneny

fighter planes and antiaircraft fire. Al these hazards

i bid.

> Captured German Documents RG 242 AVO 230 NARA
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woul d overcone the crew of 068. The vast mmpjority of the
121,867 casualties, including 40,061 killed, the Arny Air

Force suffered in Wrld War Il were fighter pilots and

bonmber crews. ’®

The 388th 7 S2 Group’s Intelligence section reported
t hat eveni ng:

“Howe’s ship was the only ship | ost over eneny
territory by the 4th wing on this m ssion. Apparently
his ship was struck by flak either over Gstend or nore
probably over the primary target. H's nunber four
engi ne caught fire and he dropped out of formation.
According to reports, his ship was able to extinguish
the fire and to feather the nunmber four propeller.
When the Wng formation swung inland to go to the
vicinity of the secondary target and then cane back to
the Rally Point, Howe was able to get back into
formation by cutting the turn short, and is reported
to have fallen in with the second G oup. About the
vicinity of the Rally Point, the second G oup speeded
up a bit to close the gap between the first and second
Groups and apparently the pace here was too much for
Howe. He then dropped out of formation and hit for the
deck. The ship is reported to have jettisoned its
bonbs.” "®He was | ast seen at a very low, altitude
sil houetted agai nst sonme clouds just off the Dutch
coast at Haamstede.

At this point Lt. Howe’s plane was conpl etely under

control but two crews reported seeing several fighters

’® puni gan and Nofi, 209.
7 National Archives and Record Admi nistration, Textural Records

Goup 18, 388'" Bomb group S-2 report, 19, August, 1943.
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attack him They apparently went down in the Channel
sonmewher e bet ween Haamstede and Felixstowe”.

“On 9 19, 1943 Air Sea Rescue sent out a distress signal
on the international Frequency, so both English and Gernmans
instituted searches. If he was able to ditch successfully
there was a consi derabl e chance that he was picked up by
the eneny.”’®

As the other 388th Bonb G oup crews al ready had
noti ced, the bonber was intercepted by FW190' s between the
target and the coast. These bel onged to both Jagdgeschwer 1
and 26, also known as the Abbeville Kids. The pilots of
Jagdgeschwer 1 and 26 were sonme of the Luftwaffe’s veteran
pilots.

Howe then dove down to rmake approach for the eneny
fighters nore difficult. He managed to evade the fighters
during a couple of their passes. The coast and North Sea
were near when bad |uck struck the crew again as their
course led him at low altitude, over two German |light flak
batteries at the western edge of Schouwen Island, north
west of the village Haanstede. These flak batteries were
part of the German coastal defense system along the North

Sea.

™ NARA RG 92 Mssing Air Crew Report 0068 Office of the Quarter
Mast er Ceneral .
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The battery Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battery of
Leichte Flak Abteilung (Light Flak Unit) 847 reported:

“On August 19, 1943 at 2010 hours, after foregoing
war ni ngs %%f returning bormbers, we heard engi ne noi ses
coming from3 o' clock. A single four engined plane, of
the Fortress Il type, was seen, com ng out of the
clouds at 1,600 neters. It slowy lost altitude, and
was fired upon by ny 5th and 4th platoons, at a
di stance of respectively 1,200 and 1,400 neters and a
hei ght of 1,000 neters.

Al'l available guns were firing. Shortly after
opening fire eyewi tnesses reported strikes on the
target. The plane then started snoking, and a few
seconds | ater flanes were seen. After our fire, a
nunber of crewrenbers junped out. Two parachutes
opened and could be seen for sone tine. In all, we
fired 210 shots H gh C Expl osi ve—tracer and 45 shots
H gh Expl osi ve/lncendiary tracer amunition,

Bot h the nenbers of the battery and ot her eyew t nesses
noticed hits in the fuselage, which first caused snoke
and then fire. The plane then |l ost nore height, |osing
several smaller parts, then went down over its |eft

wi ng, which broke off, and went straight into the
ground, 1 kiloneter east of the airfield.”

One of the Gernman eyew t nesses was Unteroffizier,
Gunter Hanke (Sergeant), who reported:

“Yesterday evening at around 2000 hours | was near
the adm ni strative building on Haanstede airfield. A
few m nutes past eight o clock I saw a big four
engi ned bonber approaching the airfield fromthe
northeast. Its left wing was clearly damaged. Then the
flak opened fire on the plane. | could clearly see how
the first burst closely went past the plane, while the
second burst hit the bonber, in the mddle and a
little to the front. Inmediately | noticed that the
pl ane started snoking and a dark snoke trai
appeared.” Hanke continued “A few seconds later | also
noti ced flane. The burning plane Iost a [ ot of height,

80 Records of German Flak Units 8/19/1943 Deut sche Nati onal
Archives, trans. Ivo de Jong.
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t hen crashed. Thick bl ack snoke rose fromthe ground.

Shortly after the opening of fire by the flak, |

noticed that a man left the plane with a parachute.”

Hanke had the inpression that fighters danmaged the

bonber, but that the flak hits gave the final blow *“I

could clearly see the hits, because they fired tracer

amuni tion. ” 8

Aboard the bonber, the deadly slugs created havoc.
Sonehow, Benjami n Howe nmanaged to ring the bail —eut bel
for those of his crewstill alive after the hail of Gernman
fire. Navigator 2/Lt Arthur G Pilley, who was first out,
recal l ed: “Five mnutes before | bailed out Lt. Howe said
he would try to stay in the clouds and get hone that way. |
believe Lt. Howe may have been wounded by nachine gun fire
fromthe FWH+90’s. Even, before we went overseas he said he
woul d never bail out. He may have tried to crash land the
shi p, however, when | bailed out the plane was in a steep
bank to the right and diving earthward.” 8

“I met Lt. Guhn in the nose hatchway, ready to bai
out. Gruhn was not wounded, but his face was very fl ushed.
Wiy he did not get out is a nystery to ne. He nay have gone

back to the pilot’s conpartnent and tried to get control of

the plane so as to crash-land it. Wen the plane went into

8 |vo de Jong, Mission 85, a milk run that turned sour. The
Net her |l ands: The Li berati on Miseum 1944, 1998.

8 NARA RG 92 M ssing Air Crew Report 0068 Office of the Quarter
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a steep bank the force may have glued himto the fl oor,
making it inpossible to get out the hatch. The pl ane
crashed approximately 20 seconds after my chute opened.” 83
Bonmbardi er 2/Lt Joel H Tutt recalled: 3" Last contact
Wi th nost crewrenbers was on interphone on | ast oxygen
check, just before the fighters hit us. The bail —eut alarm
sounded as we were flying over Schouwen Island, Holland.”
The planes erratic defensive novenents and the flak
expl osi ons made for tough going inside the dooned aircraft.
Joel Tutt net the co-pilot Lt. G uhn as he was nmaking his
way to the hatchway about the same tine the plane went into
the steep bank. Tutt recalls “I don't remenber exactly how
| got out as the force of the plane made it practically
i npossi ble to nove. The next thing | remenber | was in the
air and on the ground about 1500 yards fromthe plane”. The
pl ane | anded near German quarters and Gernman Sol diers
qui ckly gathered up the downed aviators. Tutt renenbers, “I
wanted to go to the plane and see about the ones that were

still in, but the guards that had ne, would not let ne”.

Tutt believed that Lt. G uhn hel ped himout and the

8 i bi d.

8 i bi d.
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increasing force of the plane and the |ack of tine
prevented himfrom getting out. 8

There is a discrepancy as to who or what actually shot
down t he damaged bonber. The German fighter pilots being
fighter pilots clained the kill for thenselves. The fl ak
crews on the ground also clained the victory for
t hensel ves. Both groups have a case, and both groups were
awarded credit for the kill. It was actually a series of
events that conbined the efforts of German flak crews and
fighters that were the physical cause for the plane’ s and
crew s dem se

Only Tutt and Pilley in the nose of the ship survived.
The eight other crewnenbers, all further back in the plane,
perished in or near the weck of their bonber. The Co-pil ot
Paul G uhn, was found about 300 yards fromthe plane. G uhn
either got out too late or his chute mal functioned and
never opened. &

Al eight killed crewrenbers were buried in the

mlitary Cenetery at Haamstede. Meanwhile, the German fl ak

and Fighter units were arguing who had shot the bonber

down. Eventually, the German credit board awarded the kil

8 i bi d.

8 NARA RG 92 Mssing Air Crew Report 0068 Office of the Quarter
Mast er Ceneral .
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to the 2nd and 3rd battery of flak unit 665 near Gilze-
Rijen along with the 3rd battery of flak unit 847 near
Haamstede®’.

Wiy wasn’t this crew afforded better fighter
protection? After all, this was just a mlk run, a short
hop in and out. Two groups of fighters were supposed to
escort the bonbers that day. One group would escort the
group to the Insertion Point at the start of the bonb run;
t he other group would neet the bonbers as they exited the
target. If an escort m ght have been avail able, Lt. Howe
woul d not have had to alter course and seek a | ower
altitude to try and escape the Gernman fighters. Even though
he had | ost one engine the other three engines could have
at | east got the plane and the crew to the coast and
per haps home to Knettishall.

The 4th and 78th Fighter G oups provided the fighter
escort for the bonbers. The 4'" Fighter Group furnished
forty-nine P-47 Thunderbolts led by Lt. Col Donald
Bl akesl ee. Three of them aborted and returned early.

Bl akesl ee’s fighters nmet the B-17's at m d- Channel . Taki ng
position slightly above the Bonber formation, the fighters

remai ned with the bonbers until hal fway between the prinary

8 Jvo de Jong Letter to author Thomas Toth, July 9, 1997
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and secondary target. The escort |eft the bonber formation
and set course for hone “with no positive identification of
eneny aircraft made”. 88

The 78th Fighter Goup |ed by Major Harry J. Dayhuff
added forty-eight Thunderbolts, four of which aborted and
returned early. The 78'" Group al so net the bombers at mi d-
Channel and remai ned above themuntil past the Dutch town
of Woensdrecht. Unlike the pilots in the 4'" group, pilots
in the 78th G oup engaged eneny aircraft over Tholen
| sland. 1°' Lt. Kenneth W Dougherty of the 83rd Fighter was
flying Trunpcard Wiite 3 that day. Dougherty at an altitude
of 26,000 feet over Woensdrecht made a turn to port and saw
four Me 109's below at 8 o' clock flying in w dely separated
el enents of two. They were at 6 o' clock on the B-17's.
Dougherty call ed Trunpcard | ead Capt Davis and called out *“
bandits below Davis replied “Let’s go get eni. Dougherty
started after the last two com ng down out of the sun, the
bandits at this time were at 3 o’ clock |ow. 8 Dougherty was
well into his bounce when four Me 109's flew directly
across the nose of his fighter about 50 yards ahead.

Firing a two second burst at them Dougherty pulled up to

8 NARA RG 18 S-2 report 9/19/43

8 de Jong, Ivo M Mission 85, a milk run that turned sour. (The
Net her |l ands: The Li berati on Miseum 1944, 1998), 118-119.
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avoid a collision skidding his aircraft upwards into a
clinmbing turn and then diving back down onto the eneny
aircrafts tail. Seeing one about 800 yards away trying to
evade and making a diving turn to port, Dougherty closed to
about 500 yards and fired a two second burst hitting the
starboard wing. Dougherty kept closing and firing at his
opponent but observed no hits. Continuing to chase after
the 109's as they started a clinmbing turn to port,
Dougherty closed rapidly to about 200 yards and fired a

t hree second burst and observed incendiary flashes on both
wi ngs and on the fuselage, inmediately aft of the cockpit.
“Snmoke poured out of his starboard oil cooler. He nushed
forward and then dropped Iike a stone out of ny sight under
nmy nose. | then broke sharply away, cleared ny tail, and
rolled over to look for him but didn't see him so |
started for hone”. The conbat took place over Woensdrecht
at 1900 hours. Flight |eader, Capt Jesse C. Davis, did fire
a burst at one of the Me 109's, but he m ssed. Don
Bodenhaner Jr. |eading Trunpcard Red flight recalled “Wen
VWhite flight went in to its bounce on four Me 109’ s |
observed two Me 109's com ng in behind themand at the sane
time and level, flying in the sane direction as the eneny
aircraft that Wiite flight was bounci ng”. Bodenhaner pulled

over and went down on the last two ships and began firing
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at about 650 yards and continued fromastern until he broke
away at about 350 or 400 yards. Bodenhanmer would fire over
500 rounds in a series of several bursts getting hits on
the eneny aircrafts right w ng. °

Until now the fighter escorts were available for the
bonbers protection. Wile the fighter post action m ssion
reports indicate they engaged the eneny, the bonber crews
had a different take on their efforts.

Casualties for the entire m ssion were nine Wunded in
Action, and forty-one Mssing in Action. Col onel Russel
W son of the 4'" bomb Wng, who conducted the post-mission
critique, felt that “while the fighter cover was there it
didn't interfere with a reasonabl e nunber of eneny pl anes
that attacked the bomber formation.”

The after action report of the 4'" Wng that day was
nmore critical of the fighter coverage. The report states
that “while the fighter rendezvous was nmade on tinme, the
opinion of our crews is that the fighters flew too high to
be of assistance to our bonmbers during the few attacks that

devel oped.” % Col onel WIson noted “One bonber (the Howe

crew) which was damaged by fighters was forced to fal

*Libi d.
i bi d.
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bel ow the formati on where it was i medi ately attacked by
six or eight FW190's. However, the P-47"s in our fighter
cover made no effort to dive down to assist the distressed
aircraft.”

The W ngs Commander Col onel A d, added: “Six fighters
canme in to our left as we were com ng out and nmade one pass
at us | could see. The P-47"s were circling above and the
only thing they acconplished was to get a grandstand seat
to watch the fight.” The bonmber crews were not very
satisfied with the efforts of the escorts because they saw
Howe and his crew bei ng pounded by the FW190' s after he
dropped fromthe formation without the P-47's coming to
their rescue. *

The Fi ghter Command narrative of the days concerning the
4th Fighter Goup makes note that “A red flare was seen
froma B-17 as the Goup left them but they were not being
attacked. No positive identification of eneny aircraft was
made.” %The 78th Fighter group reported, “One straggler,
wi th one engi ne snoking was seen | eaving formation.”

It may be that the fighter escort did not spot the

German fighters or the German fighters were waiting unti

% NARA RG 18 388'" Bomb Group M ssion Report 8-19-43

% Fry, Garry L. and Ethell, Jeffery L. Escort To Berlin the 4%
Fighter Group In World War Il ( New York: Arco Publishing Co.,
1980) , 24.
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the American escorts |left the area to attack. The fighter
escorts may have been | ow on fuel at this point. \Watever
t he reasons Howe and his crew were left alone with a
damaged aircraft forced to run the gauntlet of German
fighters and flak batteries as they struggl ed honeward.

The next day a post-m ssion critique took place. The
388'" group’s officers received a critical evaluation from
Col onel Russell A WIlson. WIlson was extrenely chagrined
about the groups’ formation flying. WIson thought that
“the best formation all day was when a ship caught fire and
dove down, and his two wi ngnen went with him* The 96t h was
strung out, even the |leader’s elenment. The | eader of the
second el enent dropped back a quarter of a mle. The 388th
were to one side and strung well back.® The squadron
furni shed by the 401%" Combat Wng was strung back out of
sight. No one was worse than any other - you were all bad.”
W1l son continued “lI thought it was a good idea to run new
crews on these missions, but if they have this idea about
spreading all over the sky because of friendly fighter
support, we had better start themon a raid to Brenen or
Berlin. Today was the poorest defensive formation | ever

saw. n 97

% NARA RG 18 388'" Bomb Group M ssion Report 8-20-43

° ibid., 8-19-43.
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Col onel W/l son further stressed, “The fact that we were
flying Conposite G oups is no excuse for the fact that the
si x plane squadrons did not stay together. G oup and Conbat
W ng Commanders rmnust indoctrinate crews, including new
crews to stay in defensive formation at all tines on a
conbat m ssion.”

In his report about the mssion to the Eighth Air Force
Headquarters, which was submitted four days after the
nmeeting, WIlson stated: “The formation flown by the Lead
G oup on this mssion was not satisfactory, especially on
the route back. The aircraft were too spread out to be
consi dered as proper defensive formation. This mi ght have
been disastrous had many eneny aircraft been encountered.”®®

W son al so pointed out sone of the major problens that
pl agued the Allied bonber groups: “(1) There are two
expl anations for the unsatisfactory formation flown on this
m ssion. Each G oup was, of necessity, a conposite of
aircraft of three or nore Bonbardment G oups of this
command, and as such denonstrated the inherent
di sadvant ages of Conposite G oups for formation flying. In

addition, the magjority of crews were made up of unseasoned

®ibid., 8-23-1943.
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repl acenents, many of whomwere participating in their
first m ssion.

(2) To help inprove our defensive tactics, Conbat Wng and
G oup Commanders have been directed to intensify the
training of new crews in formation flying.

(3) Againit is gratifying to note the |ack of abortives
resulting from engi neering, armanment or equi prent fail ures.
Thi s splendid acconplishment reflects the highest credit on
t he conbat and ground crews of all Goups of this
comand. " %

The CGermans al |l owed the Dutch to throw sand on the
fires of the burning weckage of the Howe crews aircraft.
Later the bodies of the eight crewrenbers were coll ected
and buried with mlitary honors in the Haanst ede

churchyard. For the two survivors a newtrials and

tribul ati ons await ed.

% RG 18 NARA 388'!" Bonbardnent Group records 8 -19-23'9-1943
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Chapt er Four

For You The war |Is Over

Wil e the seven surviving aircraft crews fromthe
August 19'" raid gave a collected sigh of relief that they
had survived anot her day, Stephen’s two surviving crewrates
sat in a German cell, sonme what the worse for wear and
certainly apprehensive of what fate had in store for them
After their capture, Pilley and Tutt would spend the night
in a Dutch Jail cell in German occupi ed Hol |l and. Most
American Prisoners of wars were amazed by the anmount of
i nformation the Germans had collected on themprior to
their individual interrogations. Cenerally, the Gernmans
knew t heir name, hometowns, and ot her personal information.

1%t Lt. Dwight M Curo was a navigator in the
303rd Bonb G oup. Curo was shot down and captured on
the 19'" of August 1943, and spent the night |ocked up
in the sane jail as Pilley and Tutt. Curo rel ates
that 1°°:“It was by now nearly dark, and at a word from
our guards as we started back toward the small town.
W were well covered by the six weapons of our
captors. After about half an hour, we reached the
little hanmlet and were taken to the local jail. "The
cl oser Curo got to the hanml et he noticed sol diers
removi ng parachutes and flying equi pnment froma truck
before the door, and as we entered the building I
caught a glinpse of a couple of our crew under guard
in an adjoining building. Curo felt that escape had
been i npossi bl e. The nature of the country coupl ed by
the fact that we had been very visible in our

100 | vo, de Jong Mission 85, a milk run that turned sour ( The
Net herl ands: The Liberation Miseum 1944, 1998), 122-25.
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parachutes for quite sone time precluded any such
thing as evasion”.!% Later Curo would | earn from sone
of his fellow prisoners that the Germans had been
waiting for themas they hit the ground. The next ten
days were to be nightmares of hunger and disconfort.
W were held in the jail office three about two hours.
During that time we were not allowed to snoke or to
have water. Sgt. G oss’ burned face gave him

consi derable pain and Sgt. Buck was in a state of
col | apse. Mpst of the boys | ooked pretty forlorn. At

| ength one of the Dutch civil police officers acceded
to my repeated requests and got us a little water,

al t hough the Gernman sol diers present did not seemto
like the idea. Eventually there was a commotion in the
hal | way outside and we heard a notor outside.” %2

A German officer cane in with a couple of nonconms. Curo
felt that the Gernman officer was sone body of inportance,
because all the Nazi’'s “popped to” and the Sgt. who was in
charge of our guard canme through with a very snappy sal ute
and a big “Heil Hitler”. The display of the novie like
caricature anused Curo, lightening his spirits. The
Luftwaffe rarely made such displays and were generally
content with the regular mlitary salute. The prisoners
were taken fromthe jail and put into a truck; the guards
I ined thensel ves around the open outer rails and sat with
drawn pistols watching closely. A half an hour |ater the
truck ride would take the captured airnen through several

small towns finally stopping at a guarded gate, outside

101 pi d.
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canmoufl aged | ow brick building in a sparse grow h of
trees. % According to Curo this was part of a nilitary
garrison or airfield. ' Curo, Pilley , Tutt and the others
were herded inside into their first German prison. The
interior was dimand poorly lighted. Bars and barred gates
seened to bl ocked the POM passage. Eventually they were
led single file down the narrow di m passage way. Dw ght
Curo renenbers:

“I't was a gruesone place. The guards seened to be
dirty, ill uniformed and ignorant, though they did not
threaten or mstreat us. The doors lining either side
appeared to be very thick and sturdy with netal hasps
securing themand small peep- holes about an inch in
di anmeter bored through them at eye-level. It was all
inall, a real dungeon and ny heart sank at the
t hought of incarceration, but tried to put on a brave
face for the benefit of ny conrades and to deny any
possi bl e satisfaction to our captors. Up to this tine
we had not been allowed to talk, but we had been
together. Lt. Moffatt, his head bandaged, a severe
| aceration in his scalp, Sgts. Goss, Perez, Boyd had
all joined up at the little Dutch jail where we were
first taken. They, |ike Sgt. Buck and mnyself, had been
captured i nredi at el y. 1%

Curo and the others were put into individual cells,
made of brick and with heavy doors. The POAM were only

af forded a sturdy wooden bench with no mattress, nor

bl ankets. Curo and the others once isolated were then |eft

103 i bi d.
104 pi d.
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in the darkness. Curo relates that, “Fromhigh up in the
corner alittle Iight was visible through an aperture about
six Inches Square. This seened to be the only w ndow. By
this time, nmy nerves were beginning to untw ne thensel ves
sonewhat, and | dazedly grouped ny way to the bench and sat

down. It was quite cold and my only clothing was a thin

flying suit over ny Aive Drab uniform” Unable to sleep
Curo explained that, “ My thoughts at this tinme were pretty
black. I lay on the bench and tried to sleep, but it was

impossible. My mnd was in a whirl of despair. Little

noi ses in the darkness identified thenselves as mce or
rats. | lay and shivered. Froma nearby cell cane the sound
of whinpering and crying. | think it was Sgt Buck, but am
not sure. Sure as hell didn’t blame himnuch - felt just
like that nyself; but | did call out to himto buck up and
he ceased. That was one hell of a night.” Fromtine to tine
the Iights would be switched on from outside and the guards

woul d peek through the little hole in the door. %

In the early norning hours of August 20'" Dwight Curo
relates that sonme of the boys who requested it were given a
cup of water and a piece of German bread. |, for ny part,

was not hungry so did not ask for anything to eat. As

106 pi d.
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daylight entered the little grated “air hole” up in the
corner of the cell | was able to discover witing and
pi ctures drawn on the painted door and on the bench on
winch | sat. There were many of them nostly French
evidently ny “apartnent” was a popul ar place. In several
spots the in-mates had marked off the length of their stay
by a dash for each day. Sonme of the records were for as
much as thirty days, which gave nme a real cause to worry. |
felt that a man would go mad if cooped up in such a hole
for so long. It nust have been the state of ny nerves,
whi ch nade ne feel that way. | have | earned since from
experience and fromthe stories of others, that a man can
stand conditions |like that for |longer than he thinks if he
can control hinself. Nonetheless, solitary confinenent is a
horri bl e experience the worst punishnment that | know.
Fortunately for Curo his stay in the little nedieva
dungeon was to end that norning. %7

So on the 20'" of August the group of POA woul d first
travel to Amsterdam by rail and then all of them would be
take to the German interrogation center in Frankfurt. The

Germans called their interrogation center Durchgangslager

der Luftwaffe. The Americans shortened the nane to Dulag

07 i pid., 125-126.
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Luft. Alnost all Allied Air Force personnel captured in
CGerman occupi ed Europe passed through this center. The
Dul ag Luft was really three installations: the
interrogation center at Qoberusal, a hospital at Hohemark,
and the transit canmp at Wetzlar. 1%

The main part of the canp was nade up four |arge wooden
barracks, two of which were connected by a passage and
known to POM as the "cooler". These contained sone 200
cells. These cells, eight feet high, five feet wide and ten
feet long, held a bed, a table, a stool and two bl ankets.
The third barrack contained adm ni strative headquarters.
The fourth building, a |arge L-shaped structure, housed the
interrogating offices, files and records. Senior officers
lived on the post, junior officers outside in a hotel. The
commandant |ived on nearby farm The entire canp was

surrounded by a barbed-wire fence. 1%

The canp’s chief function was to obtain information of an
operational character relating to Allied Air Forces through
the interrogation of captured crews of Allied planes.
| nformati on thus acquired was of course supplenented by the

eval uati on of docunents sonetinmes recovered from crashed

108 Arthur Durand Stalag Luft 11l The Secret Story (Loui si ana:
Loui siana State University Press, 1988), 56-58.

109 pi d.

67



aircraft. An estimate of Eighty per cent of all the
i nformati on obtained by German authorities about Allied

prisoners cane fromthe docunent section of Dulag Luft.'°

Treatnment of Allied POM by Auswertestelle West
personnel was "korrect" as far as physical violence was
concerned. On occasion, an interrogator becanme exasperated
by the polite refusals of Allied servicenen when they
foll owed the Geneva Convention and nerely gave no nore than
name, rank, and serial nunber, and may have | ost his tenper
and struck a PON Nornmally, physical violence was not
enpl oyed al though the SS and Gestapo as well as civilians

nmurdered Allied personnel.

On the ot her hand, no anmpbunt of cal cul ated nental
depression, privation and psychol ogi cal bl ackmail was
consi dered excessive. Upon arrival, PONM were stripped,
searched and sonetinmes issued German coveralls. At other
times, they retained the clothing in which they were shot
down. Sonme were shut up in solitary confinenent cells and
denied cigarettes, toilet articles and Red Cross food.
Usual Iy, the period of confinenment |asted four or five

days, but sonetinmes to nmake an exanple of a POW the

10 pi d. , 68.
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Germans woul d confine the prisoner in the "cooler"” for the

full 30 days pernitted by the Geneva Convention. !

The use of threats and viol ent | anguage were enpl oyed
and POA5S were threatened with execution as spies unless
t hey reveal ed technical information on sone subject such as
radar or air conbat tactics. Prisoner confinement in
over heated cell and nock shootings of "buddi es" was
resorted to in the early days. Intimdation yielded
inferior, results and the Germans usually switched to a

“friendly approach” style of interrogation. !?

For the average POWNrations were generally two slices of
bl ack bread and jamwith ersatz coffee in the norning,
wat ery soup at midday, and two slices of bread at night. No
Red Cross parcels were issued. POAM could obtain drinking
water fromthe guards. Men seriously needing nedical

treatment were sent to Hohemark hospital

Eventually the small group of prisoners would be split
up. The officers went to canps designated for officers and
the enlisted men went to enlisted canps. Mst Gernan

pri soner of war canps, both Arny and Luftwaffe, were

11 ipid., 61-62.

12 pi d.

69



| ocated in eastern Gernmany. A few were in the border areas
of Pol and that had been part of Prussia before 1918 and

were annexed by the Nazis in 1939. This area of Europe is
simlar to large parts of North America, hot in the sumrer

and very cold in the wnter.

Dw ght Curo and the other captured officers would
beconme alumi of Stalag Luft three, Stalag Ill for short.
Stalag Luft three was | ocated near Sagan, Poland; it was a
canp especially for air force officers. Stalag Il was
supposedl y escape proof, and the | argest mass escape known
as the “Great Escape” of Allied Prisoners of war woul d take
pl ace at this canp. Sgt. Buck and the other enlisted nen
woul d be sent to Stalag XVI1IB near Krems in Austria. For
now t he war was placed on hold for these men and the nain
enphasis for themwould be to survive until they could be
| i berat ed. **3

Through the Y_.MC. A and the Red Cross nost of the
prisoners received “a wartine |log”, to be used for stories,
poens, and draw ngs. Joel Tutt, the bonbardier of Lt.
Howe’'s B-17 of the 388th Bonmb Group wote his wartinme | og
as sort of a diary that he later published, telling the

story to his wfe Ruth, who was waiting for himin

113 de Jong., 123- 131.
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Monticell o, Georgia. Throughout the diary Tutt constantly
tal ks about food and mail the cold and the boredom of
captivity.

Tutt begins his diary on Decenber 21, 1943 and it is
hi s happi est day since being shot down. Tutt receives two
letters - one witten from Mnticello, Georgia, on Cctober
5 and the other one from St. Petersburg, Florida, on
October 17. Hs wife Ruth wites to himabout |ife back
home and he replies, “You were speaking of chicken pie and
| anb chops. I'"mglad that you can have the good neals and
all that you need. | have three bl ankets and could use ten,
but knowing that it is me and not you nakes the three
bl ankets do the work.” '

Ni ne days | ater, on Decenber 30, 1943, Tutt nentions
fell ow crewrenber Arthur Pilley. “Today Pilley and | have
been busy getting crackers ground, potatoes washed and
various jobs done as tonorrow we start our week of cooking.
The Germans gave us sone beer for New Year. | saw a show
toni ght that was as good as any |’ ve ever seen. It was on
the order of ‘Hell’ s-a-poppin’. The boys at the theater
surely work hard to give us entertainnment. Life while not

pl easant for a ‘Kriegie’ the POWNs word for thenselves did

14 bi d.
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have it’s diversions; nany of themwere a testinony to
t hei r individual ingenuity.”?®

A new year has begun and Joel nmakes an entry for
January 15, 1944: “Just finished a few rubbers of bridge.
Been raining all day so we have been inside. There are sone
ol d copies of McCall’s magazi ne here and we have been
| ooki ng them over. They help us to renmenber how people live
on the outside of the fence. Life gets pretty nonotonous
inside the fence especially in this kind of weather”. !

A week or so |ater on January 23, 1944 Joel Tutt was
sick and could not wite in diary. H's crewmmte Arthur
Pilley wites for Joel: “Tutt has had it. He has a touch of
the flu that is sweeping the barracks. Four guys are in the
hospital and about eight in bed. Joe is staying in bed
fighting it off. Getting a bit colder out”. Tutt was
feeling better on February 3, 1944. He wites “Pilley and |
finished our week of cooking tonight. I can truly
synpat hize with a housewife with a large famly. Received a
letter fromyou this norning.”?

By the mddl e of February, 1944 Tutt has settled into

canp life finding solace in the nundane as well as the

15 jpid. , 127.
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cultural and perhaps the small hope of satisfaction offered
by an air raid. “This day has found ne rather busy. | took
a shower this norning, shaved, made ne a clipboard out of
sonme Red Cross boxes and sorted the potatoes. | put another
verse or two in the log tonight. W have the phonograph in
our barracks tonight. There are sone good records |ike
‘There will never be another you which is playing now
Each record brings back a nenory. The mail man m ssed ne
again today. There was Air raid tonight. | imagine it was
Berlin”. 118

Ti me passes for the Kriegie and mail from honme becones
an issue on April 18, 1944. “A rainy afternoon in CGernany,
it has been a dark gl oony day, which is very disagreeable.
We have been very lucky for the past few days because we
really had sonme good weat her. | have been in for nost of
t he day except for sone tinme which Hasson and | wal ked
around the perinmeter. Sure enjoy having Hasson to talk to
because we have sonething in conmon. Dick Lovel ess received
thirteen letters today. Forney received his first mail. The

mai | man m ssed ne again today. My thoughts as usual have

been of you and hone. How glad I'lIl be when we get out of
this barbed wire hell. It could be much worse but it gets
118 j bi d.
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m ghty tiresonme the sane thing day after day. No one can
ever know what it is like until one experiences it. If it
were not for the many pl easant nenories made possi bl e by
you this place would really be hell. W had another air
raid this afternoon.”!®

On June 6, 1944 through several clandestine radio sets
the prisoners heard at 01:30 PMof the Allied | andings on
t he coast of Normandy. Tutt wites, “ So far the news has
been sl ow and not nuch in detail. | hope and pray that it
is a success and we do not |ose too many nmen. Maybe it
won't be long before this war is over. Chuck Forney, a
conbi ne mate, starts cooking for Schaefer, another conbine
mate, for the duration. The wager was: Schaefer was to cook
until the invasion; Forney was to cook fromthe invasion to
the end of the war. The funny part was that the wager was
made only two-and-a-half days ago.” ?°

On August 20, 1944 one year and a day after being shot
down Joel Tutt rem nisces about the after affects of being
shot down and his captivity:

“We fixed a super neal yesterday for two occasions:
first, our anniversary, and second, it was the first
year as ‘Kriegies’ for Mller, Pilley and ne. A year

ago last night I could have certainly used that neal
as | was weary, hungry, aching and sore. A lot has

19 jpid., 127.

120 jpid., 129.

74



happened since then. A few days in the ‘jug at

Anst erdam and Frankfurt and then ny entry into Center
Canp Stalag Luft 111, Sagan. | have seen the seasons,
removal of the British fromthis canp and the growth
froma few hundred to 1,500. The place has taught ne
tol erance, appreciation of the little things of life
and countless other things. In closing, | am hoping
and praying that this war wll soon cease and the
world can once nore know the word Peace.” !

The Russian Arny was naki ng rapi d advances on the
Eastern front and closing in on the German Arny. The
Germans decided to close Stalag Luft 11l on Saturday night,
January 27, 1945. Al the prisoners at Stalag Luft Il were
ordered to be ready to march in just two hours. Because of
the rapid advance of the Russian arny the prisoners would
be noved south, to Stalag 7A, near Muosburg. This was the
canp where nost of the en-listed men shot down on August
19, 1943 had been held the first two nonths. Tutt did not
wite in his diary in this period, but he recorded the
events on little scraps of paper:

“On the night of January 27 at 9:00 PMwe were told
that we woul d evacuate in two hours. By 11:45 we had
our stuff ready to nove in the formof blanket rolls,
crude knapsacks and sonme even had sl eds. Everyone was
plenty excited and full of uncertain anticipation.
After being counted and nuch waiting we pulled out at
4:45 AM on January 28 on foot. On | eaving, our senior
Allied officer gave us a word of cheer. W were given
all the Red Cross food we could carry. W nmade 17 km

to a towmn Halbau, our first day. At Halbau we slept in
a beautiful church. | nust say we were crowded though,

121 i pid., 129.
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1,700 nmen in a building. The march that day was in had
weat her, snow stornms and tenperature about 13 degrees
bel ow zer o. 22

Pilley wites in Joel Tutt’'s war tine |log that on
January 29, 1945 the internees |left Halbau at 9:00 AM and
mar ched 8 kmto Freiwaldau where they stayed in an old barn
about the size of our warehouse. However, only 480 slept in
this barn, the others noved on to another barn down the
road. The roads were cluttered with evacuees. The POM stay
at the barn till the 31" of January 1945 resting and trying
regain strength, but they are cold and if they are | ucky
t hey have a bl anket for warnth. Here they begin to take
inventory of their meager possessions and find that they
have only about a two weeks supply of close rations. Tutt
wites that PONM fromthe East Canp passed by the barn
t oday.

On the norning of January 31% the group awakens at 5:00
AM and their captors tell themthey need to do 30
kil ometers that day. The prisoners nake a sled to carry
their food and | eave the barn at 7:00 am On February 1,
1945 the weary prisoners march to Muskau, where they find
refuge in pottery factory. Tutt calls it “the best place we

have stayed in yet”. Here they have heat and dry thensel ves

122 i pid., 130-131.
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fromthe pouring rain in which they have had to march. Tutt
trades a German civilian for a quarter |oaf of bread, the
first he has seen since |eaving canp. Turning once again to
his diary Joel Tutt wites, “It is 10:00 AM and | ooks |i ke
we W ll be here for another day. Hope so, anyway. So far
our guards have treated us well and the civilians have even
given us drinks along the road. If we can do as well in the
future as we have been in the past we will nake it okay,
otherwise |I'’mafraid to say what the outcome will be.”!%

The group | eaves the confines of the pottery factory
on February 3, 1945 at 8:20 in the norning. The day turns a
l[ittle warmer and the prisoners and their guards seek
shelter in a nmuddy and sl oppy barn in Graustein. It seens
as if it is going to be a warm day. The next day, on
February 4, 1945, the group once nore marches away hopi ng
to make it to Spremberg to catch a train. At Spremberg they
receive a little soup and are forced into boxcars to be
shi pped to Moosburg and a new Stal ag

A weekl ong train journey had now taken themto the

south of Germany. Life was m serable in Moosburg for the

pri soners. The canp was very crowded, hundreds of nmen to a
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tent or barrack. The first concern was food. Tutt wote on
March 3,1945, “We talk, think and dream of food”. *?

On April 29 elenments of the 14th Arnored Division of
Ceneral Patton’s Third Arny liberated the canp after a
brief firefight. POWNHarold Gunn wote in his wartine |og
of his rescue by the third Arny as it happened: Sunday -
April 29, 1945 10:04 “The tinme we have been waiting so | ong
for has finally come. | amtrying to record the events
while sitting it-1"min rather cranped quarters in our
barracks kitchen, the only place with brick walls. Bullets
are flying; the chatter of nmachine gun fire and spasnodic
rifle reports, punctuated by the heavy expl osions of |arge
guns nmekes a filling background for our |ong anticipated
i beration. The “Goons” are meking a | ast stand at our
gates”. 12

@Gunn wites that runors were flying as thick as the
bullets. Inside the canp prisoners have becone casualties
two nen becane victins of stray bullets. Gun said, “The

whol e canp has been taken in by the runors. |nadequate

causes and long stored up feelings nmakes the nonent a

124 i pid., 131.
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dramatic one. Low flying Miustangs and Thunderbolts have
been doing their bit to make it a “good show. ” Tanks have
been sighted on the hill close by and are believed to be
ours. Many “Kriegies” are eating what we hope to be our
| ast “Kriegies” neal behind barbed wires. A heavy expl osion
just brought down a spray of plaster fromthe ceiling and
wall's. Air Force officers are receiving a lasting
i npression of a ground battle and feeling very nmuch out of
pl ace” . 12®

@unn continues “1I am now crouched in the abort (privy)
where many Kriegi es have taken shelter. The steady hum of
excited conversation reflects the pitch of the nonent. W
are all nervous, but our norale is very high. There is no
sign of panic. Smles are worn by all, and in spite of the
apparent danger, we all agree that it is a “good show.” A
direct hit in Moosburg, the nearest town, sent up a cloud
of snoke”.

The heavy traffic frombarracks to abort shows that
nature will have her way, even under these conditions. Even
Kriegie burners are going full blast. Food is still an
inmportant item W are all determined to eat. A Kriegie has

tast ed hunger and does not find it to his liking. | am now

126 1 pi d.
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standing in the sunshine at the corner of our block many
are now outside watching the show Qur canp guards have
made us go to the slit trenches. Too many have been
injured. Those in the tents are very vulnerable to flying
bul | ets. 27

“The “CGoons” '?are firing froma visible church steeple
in Mbosburg, a good reason for danaged cathedrals that we
read so rmuch about in German propaganda. W Kriegi es have
been under the German heel too long to be fooled by their
propaganda and feel nuch synpathy for themat this tine.
Most of the fire has been noved south into the town, but
this slit trench is still a confortable place to be. W
junp up occasionally for a quick | ook, then back into the
trench when dose fire increases. Until additional
excitenent arises, | will close this erratic account and
enj oy the show. ?°

“ The American flag went up over Mosburg at 12:15.
At 1:45 two jeeps and a tank rolled into canp, barely
recogni zabl e because of the men clustered upon them They

recei ved a deafening ovation. Harold Gunn ,no |onger a

127 pi d.
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pri soner of war, concludes his story, “This account was
begun by POW 1613, but is being finished by Lt. Harold W
aunn, U S AAF . 1%

@unn, Pilley, Tutt and the others spent another week in
Moosburg being fed, nedically checked and del oused. A
convoy of trucks then took the POAN5S to the airfield in
near by Strauhing. After boarding C 47 transports, the POA5
were then flown to Canp Lucky Strike near Le Havre in
France on May 9'" 1945. Five days |ater Joel Tutt boarded
t he USS Lej eune and sailed hone to the United States to
rejoin his Wfe Ruth in Monticello, Georgia safely again in
the United States. The twenty-one others that were captured
on August 19, 1943 al so survived their captivity and
returned hone to their | oved ones. For the famlies of the
crewrenbers who were killed on August 19,1943 the wait for

their |oved ones return would be quite a bit |onger. 3!
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Chapter Five

Tel | me about ny Boy

Later on the night of August 19, 1943, via the Red
Cross the Germans would cable the United States Governnent
regarding the fate of the crew. There was sone delay in
processing the notification of next of kin, but when it
came it cane as a telegramfrom Wstern Union. The
government being ever so efficient had stock form nessages
for alnost all occasions. [Paragraph 62-1 fromthe office
of the Quartermaster CGeneral of the Arny states, “W regret
to informyou that your”...“ls mssing in action”. O her
f orm par agraphs were used for other occasions: death,

m ssing remains, msidentification, and notification of
Prisoner of War status. The casualty rate was high,
pronpting an organi zed response to next of Kkin.

More than 300,000 Anericans were killed while serving
overseas in Wrld War 11. About 100,000 of those who flew
as bonber crewman died. For every thirty mssions flown, 71
percent died. In the first 100 nissions flow by the 388'"
bonmb group, 89 B-17s were lost. At 10 nen per crew, 89

aircraft | ost neant 890 nmen wounded, killed or captured.
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Usual |y for every man wounded or captured in a bomnber crew,
six were killed. ! Statistically, it was safer to be a
marine fighting in the Pacific than it was to be a bonber
crewran in the air war over Europe.

Wen a plane went down the famly or next of kin was
generally notified by a Western Union tel egram the sight
of a Western Union delivery person in a factory or a front
door was onen enough. The words “I regret to informyou”
becane a common and wel | - known phrase to wi ves and parents
| eft behind as the casualties of war affected al nost
everyone.

The O fice of the Quarter Master General was the arm of
the War Departnment responsible for the care and reparation
of the nation’s honored dead. Wiile the conflict raged on,
nost of the dead were interred in tenporary nmilitary
ceneteries. Sone unfortunately were buried in isol ated
graves; sonme were buried at sea while others just
di sappeared due to the violent nature of war, never to be
recovered. In 1946 Congress passed a bill that authorized

the War Departnment to take steps to provide a reverent

132 punni gan & Nofi, 209.
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final burial for nmenbers of the military and civilians who
gave the last full neasure of devotion. 1

The Governnent, under considerable pressure fromthe
nearly half mllion bereaved fam |ies gave the next of kin
the option of deciding the disposition of their |oved ones.
Attenpts were nmade from governnment records to determ ne and
notify the next of kin. Once the next of kin was determ ned
a questionnaire, was sent to the famly to determ ne the
next of kin's w shes. Congress gave the War Departnent five
years to conplete the task. World War Il ended on August
15, 1945.

Near|ly 300,000 of the 16 mllion Americans who served
in the war died. At the end of the war, the United States
Government was unable to recover, identify, and bury
approxi mately 79,000 as known persons. They include those
buried with honor as unknowns, those |ost at sea, and those
m ssing in action. That nunber also includes the 1,100

sailors entonbed in the USS Arizona Menorial in Pear

133 This included all Arny, Navy, Marine and Coast Guard personnel
who di ed overseas, as well as civilians who were in the service of the
United States from 9/1/1939.
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Har bor. Today, nore than 78,000 Anericans remain
unaccounted for fromWwvI| . 3

In the days immedi ately after the war, the Governnent
had full access to nost of the fornmer battle areas. This
access greatly enhanced the retrieval of the war dead. The
Arny created two identification |aboratories, one each in
Japan and in Germany. Those | aboratories worked only on
Wrld War |1 cases and made recoveries on both sides of the
gl obe from 1945 to 1951, working until all known | eads were
exhaust ed. 13°

An involved and conplicated chain of survivorship was

established and the famlies were given four options for

the internnent of their | oved one:

1. Remains could be returned to the United States or one of

its possessions for internment in a private cerenony.

2. The remni ns of a deceased could be returned to a
foreign country, either the deceased s honel and or the next

of kin's honel and.

134 M chael Sl edge, Soldier Dead [How We Recover, ldentify, Bury, and
Honor Our Military Fallen]. (New York: Col unbia University Press,
2005), 268.

135 1'n 1947, the Department of Defense established the U.S. Army Centra
Identification Laboratory, Hawaii. This | ab now handl es the recovery
and identification all U S. Service nenbers killed in past wars.

Sl edge., 101-113.
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3. The remni ns of the deceased could be sent to a US

mlitary cemetery for burial

4 The deceased’'s renmins could be sent to a United States

Nat i onal Cenetery, such as Arlington National cemetery.

The Nation provided a flag for the deceased coffin as a
keepsake and woul d pay for transportation and rel ated costs
for burial. Should the fam |y decide that a hometown or
private cenetery was desired the Governnment devel oped a
conplicated and invol ved process that not only established
a nethod for burial, but also a nethod to defer the cost of
up to $50.00 for private burial to the famly. Any
addi ti onal other expenses over the cost of transport of the
remai ns of the honored dead woul d be borne by the next of

ki n.

A long honored tradition for menbers of the arned forces
at the time and place of their burial was for the
governnent to provide themw th an honor guard, a squad to
render a final salute, and a bugler to render the honor of

pl aying taps. This was fine as long as the next of kin

136 Quarter Master General Technical Information Branch, Under The

Supervi sion of the War Departnent Public Relations Division Tell Me
About My Boy.. , Decenber, 1946., http://ww. gnf ound. com about _ny_boy. ht m
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buried their I oved one in a national cenetery. However
shoul d the next of kin decide that they wi shed to bury
their loved in a |local cenetery, then the governnent passed
the duty of rendering honors off to a | ocal veterans

group. 37

Despite the obvious debt owed to the nen and wonen of
the American Arned forces who paid the ultinmate sacrifice,
there were those in public office and private industry who
objected to the projected cost of 200 million dollars to
identify and bring home the war dead. Senator Heinrick
Shi pstead of M nnesota demanded that the War Depart nent
expl ain the governnent’s position of according veterans

free burial in national ceneteries. %

Apparent|ly Senator
Shi pstead had received a letter fromone of his
constituents, Russell Egner. M. Egner was the Sal es
Manager of Acacia Menorial Park, a privately run cenetery.
M. Egner’s letter “expressed concern that the governnent’s
policy of paying for the interment of its service personnel
n 139

interferes with organi zed business free enterprise.

Furthernore, M. Egner suggested that the governnent

37 i pi d.
138 gl edge, 224.

139 pi d.

87



provi de a cash bonus to the deceased’ s famly, which could
then be spent at M. Egner’s or one the other private
ceneteries throughout the United States.

Eventual |y Egner’s thoughts, were passed on to R P
Har bol d of the Menorial Division of the Quartermnmaster Corps
by Senator Shipstead. Harbold responded, that “the veterans
who died constituted I ess than 3.5 percent of the total
deaths a year in the United States, and that this should in
no way be considered as nenacing, inpairing or restricting
trade possibilities of any industry or enterprise
associated with burial of the dead.”° Harbol d then
expl ai ned that the econom c desires of the funeral industry
could not conpare with the United States Governnent’s
responsibility to the honored dead “to be commtted to a
final resting place under the care and mai ntenance their
Governnment, and as |long as that Governnent survives, they
wi Il sleep amidst thousands of their conrades.”*

The Saturday Evening Post in its May 31° 1946, edition
asked the question “ Shall We Bring The Home The Dead Of
World War 11?”. The author of the article, Blake Ehrlich,

i ntended the piece to serve as a forum for discussing the

pros and cons of this enotional issue. Ehrlich described

140 1 pi d.
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t he hard work, and dedication of those who tended the
ceneteries, as well as the beauty of the ceneteries and
t he agoni zi ng deci sions made by nmany famlies to bring
their loved one honme or let themlie where they had fallen.
Once Congress allocated the noney, identification and
retrieval of the war dead began. The New York Times on
April 13, 1946 wote that “Preparati ons were decl ared
conpl ete today for the task of bring home 200,000 or nore
or the country’s war dead.”'* War departnent officials
expected the programto take two to five years to conplete.
There were at war’s end 359 known tenporary and permanent
cenmeteries throughout Europe, Asia and the Pacific.

The Times declared the War Departnent’s task “ one of
history’s greatest manhunts”. ' The task was certainly
monunental, Not only did the War departnment have to deal
wi th governnental opposition and sone opposition fromthe
funeral industry, graves registration crews had to deal
wi th inhospitable terrain, poor weather ,and the initial
| ack of trained personnel in reclaimng and identifying

r enai ns.

142 New York Times 1946 April 13, 7.
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St ephen and those of his crewmates who di ed on August
19, 1943 were buried on the next day. The Germans di d not
conduct extensive autopsies of the eight bodies. No record
so far has been found of the involvenent of |ocal Dutch
authorities or doctors. Included in the Air Forces M ssing
Air Crew Report are translations of German Arny records

detailing the burial of the eight-crewmtes.

Initially the Germans could only identify four bodies
on August 20'" 1943: the bodies of Lts. Howe and Gruhn, and
Sgts. Connelly and Stanp. The four other bodies were al so
interred in single graves, but as “unknown” dead. The
Germans interred bodies in the cenetery in this order:
Grave 52 Unknown (conpletely burned), 54 Stanp, 56 G uhn,
58 Unknown (conpletely burned), 60 Howe (burned, but
identified by dog tag), 62 Unknown (conpletely burned), 64
Unknown (“body has been destroyed over a | arge place by the
crash of the aircraft”), 66 Connelly.

On March 20, 1946 , well after the war’s end, the
bodi es of the eight-crew nenbers were exhuned and brought
to the tenporary cenetery at Ardennes. A hand witten
notation on the MACR identifies the four unknowns as Sgts.

Toth, Hllier, Ryan and Butt.
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When the bodies were reinterred the bodies at the
Ardennes tenporary cenetery; the crewnenbers were |aid out
inthe followng order: Plot G Row 3 Grave 51 G uhn, G ave
52 possibly Toth (collective), Gave 54 possibly Hillier
(collective), Gave 55 possibly Ryan (collective), Gave 57
Butt; Plot I Row 10 Grave 244 Stanp, G ave 245 possibly
Howe, Grave 249 Connelly. Wth today' s science the remains
woul d have been easier to identify using DNA. Science in
the 1940°s was limted to nmainly fingerprints and dental
charts for identification purposes of battlefield dead. It
wasn’'t until the end of the War that the Quarter Master
Corp responsible for Graves registration units began to
bring in outside experts to instruct in the arts of
forensic science and help in the Identification process.

Al eight famlies requested the return of their |oved
ones for burial in the United States. Initially, in the
case of Lt. Howe his body was identified. For sonme reason
the G aves Registration unit msidentified himand the
process started over again. In Stephen’s case, the records
in his personnel and casualty file show that he was

identified three different tines.*

144 Department O The Arny PERSCOM - | ndividual Deceased Personnel
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On Aug. 15 1947, the War Departnent reported that only two
shi ps bringing home Anerica’s war dead woul d reach the
United States that year. The first ship, the USS Honda Key
wi th about 3,500 bodies docked at San Francisco on Cct 10.
The second ship, the USS Joseph V. Connolly with 6,248,
dead mainly fromthe Henri Chapelle Cenetery in Bel gium
reached New York COct. 26 1947. The Connolly’s return has
been described as a parade of sorts that began shortly
after she sail ed past Anbrose Light, through the Narrows,
into the docks of New York harbor!*®. |If this was a parade,
then perhaps it was the nost resolute and nel anchol y parade
of all times for it measured the |oss of a nation.

The USS Bristol and the USS Beatty, as well as the
Coast CGuard cutter Spencer, escorted the Liberty Ship into
port. Wen the Connolly approached New York City, the
battl eshi p USS Missouri fired a salvo fromher 16-inch guns
in salute. Soon after the Missouri’s salute, a flight of
fighter planes passed overhead in tribute. On the Bristol’s
fantail, a Marine Bugler played “Church Call.” The Connolly
finally docked at pier 61. Generally, it took the War
Departnment thirty days fromthe time the caskets made port

before they reached their destinations.

145 “New York Times” (New York,) 14'" April 1946
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Around seventy percent of the famlies asked for the
remains of their |oved ones to be returned hone. The War
Department initially returned only the identified dead, of
whi ch there were 252,000. Around 178, 000 were brought hone.
Not all the dead were returned to U. S. soil. According to
Depart ment of Defense records 93,242 nen are buried in
overseas Anerican ceneteries because of fam |y preference.
When the remains arrived in the United States, the next of
kin was notified.

Today the nunber of m ssing has been reduced to
seventy-ei ght thousand. Anong those m ssing are about eight
t housand whose bodi es had been recovered but whose
identities are unknown. Their remains are buried in
Ameri can ceneteries overseas. Efforts to identify themare
continuing through the Arny’s Central ldentification lab in
Hawai i .

On January 15, 1944 the Arny sent a tel egramnotifying
Addi e that Stephen was dead. That day a baby shower was
being thrown in honor of Ruth Toth. Stephen’s nother Hel en
woul d not tell anyone of Stephen’s death until after the
baby shower.!*® Benjamin Howe's Wfe, Jeanne, as well as his

Mot her and Fat her, also received notification that sane day

146 Rahm Toth, Ruth Interview by author 10/ 06/ 06.
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by telegram Benjamin's last |letter hone was dated August
18'" 1943. Howe’s parents had al so received a letter from
anot her pilot that clainmed the crew had | anded w t hout
crashing. The letter was perhaps the first of many m stakes
made in the reporting of the crew s |oss. ¥

In July of 1944, Addie received a letter fromthe
Kansas City Quarter Master depot asking about the
di sposition of Stephen’'s effects. The Arnmy had, as they did
with all enlisted dead, held a court martial on their
bel ongings in the effort to settle any of the deceased’s
out standi ng debts or financial obligations. WIliam Toth
began aski ng questions and witing the Ofice of the
Quarternmaster General while in the service, and after the
war as well, trying to find out at first if his brother was
alive and then what happened to cause his death. Eventually
the Arny wote to Wlliamwth a reply that no further
i nformati on was known. Addie finally received notice that
St ephen had been identified and woul d be returned hone, as
were her w shes.

St ephen was finally com ng hone. The Arny picked the
site of burial, though Addie, Stephen’s w dow and the rest
of the fam|ly had requested burial at Calvary Cenetery in

Tol edo, Chio. The official response was that it was cl oser

147 The Reading Chronicle (Reading Mass.), 12/3/1943
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and nore central location for all the famlies. The Arny
never bothered to tell the famly that what renai ned of
St ephen’s body was very little, or that the Gernmans had
identified his remains and that the Arny’s G ave
registration unit took several tries to do so. 8

Traveling to a national cenetery for many famlies
becanme sonet hing of expedition in itself. In post world war
Il Anerica, while there were many aut onobiles, the highways
were not the super interstates of today. Travel ers rest
stops were primtive and gas stations were sonetines few
and far between. In 1949, Stephens parents, brothers,
sisters, and nephew Stephen packed into two cars for a
journey to the City the of New York and a i nexpensive hotel
of f Times Square. The fam |y boarded the Long Island
Railroad for the ride to the Long Island National Cenetery
in Farm ngdal e, New York. At the railroad station, the Arny
had a bus waiting for the famli es.

The Arny had returned the body of ny uncle to the
United States in 1949. On Decenber 8'" 1949, a clear
W nter’s day, Stephen was buried in a nass grave with a
singl e white headstone marked: Howe, Ryan, Toth, and

Hillier. Taps were played and ny father was handed the
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flag, which he passed on to ny ol der brother Steve who was
St ephen’ s nanesake.

My grandfather was of the old school, where nen
generally kept their enotions inside and were neant to be
an exanple of stability and dignity and confidence about
the value of living —A0 matter how terrible the situation
To many, this was a civic and cultural virtue: for nost, it
was just the way it was. On this day, however, his enotions
were too great to be contained. My nother Ruth Toth was
standi ng next to both nmy grandnot her and grandfather, said
that, “ Pa just baw ed and bawl ed, Ma and | hugged hi m and
tried to console hint.' H's lovely son was gone.

My father was standing behind the little group. My

not her said of him Your father was in a world of his
owm, | had to tell himto cone forward and stand with us”
As ny nother |ooked at him she could see all the hurt of
the world was in his eyes for the two brothers had been
i nsepar abl e. 1%°

Today Stephen Toth lies with three of his crewmtes,
pilot Lt. Benjam n Howe, flight engineer S/ Sgt. Janes E.

Hillier, radio operator S/ Sgt. Stephen A Toth, and tail

gunner S/ Sgt. WIlliam G Ryan. They renmain in death as they

149 | nterview Ruth Rahm Toth, 10/01/06
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did inlife together as they served. Wist gunner S/ Sgt.
WlliamJ. Stanp is also buried in New York. The other
wai st gunner S/ Sgt. CGeorge E. Connelly rests in a cenetery
in Pennsylvania. Co-pilot 2/Lt. Paul Guhn is buried in
Brookfield Wsconsin, and S/Sgt. Dale T. Butt in
Janesvill e, Wsconsin.

| am sure that ny uncle and his crewrenbers were not
enanored with the idea of dying for their country. They
wanted to live. They were barely out of their teens with
all their tonorrows ahead. But they were given the duty to
fight evil at its basic level, in a war against tyrants.
And | i ke good nmen everywhere, living |ife at its deepest

| evel, they did that to the very end.
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Chapter Six
Honor s

On September 11, 1997, the year of the 50'" anniversary
of the United States Air Force, the famly of Stephen Toth
was asked to join a nunber of forgotten heroes and their
famlies at Wight Patterson Field Dayton, Chio as Air
Force General Bon Jovi expl ained, because “ for a variety
of adm nistrative and | ogistical reasons, sone of these
her oes have not received the decorations they earned for
their courageous and faithful service to the nation. This
anni versary year provides a good opportunity to correct
t hose oversights and give our veterans the recognition and
appreci ati on they deserve.” !

Ceneral Bon Jovi presented that day a Distinguished
Flying Cross and four Purple Hearts. Neil Cover, a B-24
bonmbar di er stationed near Kettering, England, was awarded
the Distinguished Flying Cross. Neil volunteered to fly
wi th another crew on a night bonbing raid of the heavily
armed CGerman city, Duisberg. Soon after reaching the
target, the bonber was attacked by machine gun fire from

German fighters. Wth the bonb bays on fire and the

aircraft in a flat spin, the crew bailed out. Neil was

%1 Toth , Thomas G Notes of Air Force Medal Award Ceremony.
9/ 11/ 1997.
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captured by German sol diers the next nmorning and held
prisoner of war two nonths. %2

M. WIlliam Scheil was a B-17 pilot assigned to the 306th
Bonb Group in Thurleigh, England. On April 17, 1943 over
Bremen, Germany, flack hit Lt. Scheil’s aircraft shortly
after dropping its payload. Lt. Scheil and the six other
menbers of the crew were able to bail out over heavily
occupied territory. Upon | anding, Lt. Scheil sustained a
broken ankl e and other injuries and was captured
i mredi ately. He spent the next two years as a German POW
Today M. Scheil will receive the Purple Heart. !

M's. La Vaughn Cunni ngham-Cope the wi dow of 2nd. Lt.
Edwar d Cunni ngham accepted his Purple Heart posthunously.
One nmonth as he departed for duty overseas as a bonbardier,
Lt. Cunni ngham ordered flowers for his nother and nother-
in-law to be delivered on nother’s day. By the tine the
flowers were sent, Lt. Cunningham bad been m ssing in

action for over a nmonth. %

M. Lester MIler was awarded the Purple Heart for

injuries he sustained in conbat in 1944. M. MIller then

152 j pi d.
153 j pi d.
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Sgt. MIller was a wai st gunner on the crew of the B-17,
Yankee Doodl e Dandee. On a mission to bonb an airplane
factory in Leipzig, Germany, German fighters shot down Sgt.
Mller's aircraft. Sgt. MIler continued to fire his 50-
cal i ber machi negun at the Messerschmtt 109's that were
closing in for the kill. The B-17 was actual ly upside down
when Sgt MIler and the rest of the crew bailed out, and
they were captured shortly after landing. Sgt. MIler saved
the life of one of his wounded crewrates by carrying himon
the march to the prison canp. Alter 11 nonths as a POWN Sgt
Ml er escaped and was rescued by British tanks. *°°

St ephen Toth was a Staff Sergeant assigned to the 388th
Bonmb Group in Knettishall, England. On his forth-conbat
m ssion, a strike against an airfield in Wensdrecht,
Hol | and St ephen Toth was killed in action, nine days before
his 22nd birthday. WIlliam Toth recei ved Stephen Toth's
Pur pl e Heart post hunously.

Many of those Anericans who survived aerial conbat coul d
never really | eave the war behind them It affected them
and shaped the way they lived the rest of their |ives.

Rat her than pausing to reflect on the past, nost focused on

what they hoped would be a brighter future. \Wen veterans

155 j bi d.
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returned hone i medi ately after the war, they usually found
that, for the rest of Anerica, life went on, so they
proceeded to focus their energies on adapting to the
postwar world. For every veteran who received a heart felt
wel cone there were many others who returned honme well after
t he parades and fanfare, wondering if those who had stayed
at hone appreciated their sacrifices. Wthout question, the
rest of Anerica did appreciate those sacrifices, but, while
Anmerica s young nmen went overseas to fight the war, life
had noved on for the people at honme. After the war, it was
up to veterans to adapt thenselves to fit back into
society, not the other way around.

Some woul d eventually revisit their wartine
experiences to educate future generations or renmnisce with
buddi es about yout hful days. Many who endured conbat put
the terrible nenories of warfare, the stink of cordite, the
netallic taste of fear in the back of their m nds.
Sonetimes a reunion, obituary or novie would trigger these
nmenori es. Probably the biggest reason nen had wanted to
forget the war after com ng home was so that they could go
on unhindered with the rest of their lives. True to the
cliché, tinme had undoubtedly heal ed sone of the wounds.

The contributions or failures of the dead wll, of course,

never be truly known, as well as those who fought the
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Second World War and canme honme and tried to carry on.
WIlliam Toth wote his wfe Ruth that if he ever returned he
woul d be the best husband and father that he could be,
never raising his hand to his children and providing for
his famly as best as he could. He did and has, and at 86
he still is a source of wi sdom and know edge, and plain
common sense for his children and grand children. Like nost
he came home and carried on. *°

When Stephen and his crewrates the Anmerica entered
conbat in the summer of 1943, they did so with equi pnent
and a doctrine markedly different fromthose of either its
British allies or its German foes. They flew in the
princi pal weapon of the Anmerica’ s Eight Air Force, the
Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress. The B-17 was arned at the tine
wi th what planners thought to be an adequate anount of 50-
cal i ber machi ne guns and the not so secret, and not so
accurate, Norden bonbsight. The planes they flew and the
concept of strategic bonbing used to inplenent those
aircraft fromenmerged fromWrld War | and was advocat ed by
Hugh Trenchard of England, Gulio Douhet of Italy, and

Anerica’'s Billy Mtchell. ' The strategic bonbing theory

156 Rahm Toth, Ruth Interview by author 10/ 06/ 06.
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advocated by Anerican mlitary | eaders stated that |ong-
range, high-altitude, heavily arnmed, fast daylight bonbers
flying unescorted in formation could econom cally
penetrate, accurately bonb, and thus destroy key el enents

of a nation’s econony, causing that nation to coll apse.

In the sumrer and fall of 1943, Anerican bombi ng doctrine
was tested and found wanti ng when unescorted bonbers
suffered catastrophic | osses on nost daylight m ssions. By
the end of 1943, the Eighth introduced into conbat airborne
radar, electronic counterneasures (ECM, and |ong-range
fighter escort made possible by fuel carried in external
drop tanks. These weapons and increased strength prepared
the Eighth for the decisive air battle that followed in
1944. The long-range fighter escort provided the heavy
bonmbers eventually drove the Luftwaffe fromthe sky. By
April of 1944 the Allies would achieve air superiority in
t he skies of Europe. During that spring and sumrer the
direct and indirect support of ground forces in operations
such as OVERLORD (the Normandy invasion) and CROSSBOW (t he
canpai gn agai nst German | ong-range secret weapons) diverted

the Eighth fromits strategic bonbing of fensive. '°®

158Dear, I. C B., and Foot, M R D., Eds. The Oxford Companion to

World War Il (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), 1066-74.
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By fall of 1944 the massive flow of replacenent bonbers
and crews and escort fighters would guarantee the Ei ghth
nunmerical as well as tactical superiority over the
Luftwaffe. The Germans, in spite of the constant bonbing
woul d continue to inprove flak defenses, fighters, and
introduce jet aircraft and aerial rockets in an attenpt to
forestall defeat. It was, however, a case of too little to

| at e.

The Eighth Air Force defeated Germany’'s air force and
t he weakened Germany’s war industry. The heavy bonber crews
laid claimto the destruction of over 6250 German fighters
in the air. Many thousands of aircraft were destroyed on
airfields and on the production |lines of bonbed Gernan
aircraft factories. The attacks on Gernan airpl ane
production in the year 1943 and February 1944 contri but ed
significantly to the wnning of air superiority in the
critical air battles of the early nonths of 1944. 1% Attacks
on transportation and oil and the dispersion of industry
al so denied the German Air Force badly needed fuel,

amuni ti on and spare parts. In the end, the E ghth won and

159 puni gan and Nofi, 197.
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retained air superiority and paved the way for Allied

ground forces and the |iberation of Europe.

The 25'" of April 1945, was a bittersweet day for the
men of the Eighth Air Force. The 8th nmustered 550 aircraft
for its last bonbing m ssion of Second World War. During
the war, the 8'" dropped about 700,000 tons of bonbs agai nst
the German war machi ne, and al nost 6000 heavy bonbers were
lost in the skies over Europe. In all, the Eighth |ost over
9000 aircraft, along with about 44,500 nen originally
reported mssing in action or killed, and flew over 523, 000
sorties. o

The devastation brought by war to Europe and its cities
was rebuilt, in part by the Marshall Plan. The fortresses
built by the Allies and Axis that dom nated the armed canp
t hat Europe had becone in the war years are nostly
overgrown with weeds and desecrated by the graffiti of a
younger indol ent generation refusing the | essons of the
past .

In Knettishall along the Peddars Way, the abandoned
airfield of the 388th is grown over by weeds. Lately the

airfield has been used for off road autonobile racing. The

160 Dear and Foot, 1066-74.

161 pi d.

105



saggi ng, noss-covered buil dings are quiet rem nders of the
boi sterous, fun |loving young nen who used it as a base to
fight tyranny and oppression thousands of mles away from
their hones. |If one listens closely, perhaps they can hear
t he ghosts of those young nen and the echoes of the
aircraft engines that flewfromthere. If one squints
slightly into the late English sun, one m ght al nost see
the line of returning bonmbers. Mst of those who survived
are now great grandfathers in their mddle to late

ei ghties, no longer the lean athletic young boys that
fought in the skies of Europe attenpting to save the world
fromitself. A bit slower, much grayer, both ol der and

wi ser they have watched as Anerica has sent their sons and

grandsons off to war tine and again.

The nmen of the 388th flew B17 Flying Fortresses out of
Knettishall for two years as part of the 3rd Air Division
from23rd June 1943 to 5th August 1945. In total the group
fl ew 306 m ssions and 25 experinmental mssions at a cost of
142 B17's lost in action, 561 nen killed, and 801 prisoners
of war.

At the entrance to station 136 near the Coney Wston

Crossroads stands a sinple black granite nmonunent to the
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388'"  Bonbardnent Group. Inscribed on the monument is the

388'" group’s notto "Fortress for Freedom'.

St ephen’s wife Addie was interviewed by the Toledo
Blade At the WIllys Overland (Jeep) plant the day after she
received notification of his death. ! Addie told the
newspaper reporter that Stephen made a promise to her to

return hone. Al ways renmenber |’m com ng back to you—no
matter what, 1’1l be back when the war is over”. Addie,
hopi ng agai nst hope, told the reporter “Steve is lost or a
pri soner sonmewhere. |I'’msure he’'ll be found and conme back
to ne.” Addie waited six years for Steve to cone hone. Wen
Steve was being laid to rest, Addie was on her honeynoon
with her new husband. Ruth Rahm Toth said of Addie, “At her

weddi ng reception Addie cried and cried, you see she still

| oved Steve, yet she had to nove on. W all did".

St ephen and his crewmates lie in together as they
served, conrades in arns. They gave each of their

tomorrow s for our todays. Stephen Toth on the day of his

162 “Tol edo Bl ade” (Tol edo) 215 August 1943.
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deat h August 19'", 1943 was ni ne days short of his 22"

Bi rthday. On Decenber 8'" 1949 Stephen cane hone.

St ephen | renenber you.
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