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ASADGUARTERS 306TH BCHEARDMENT m<w? (H) (D-4=4)
UZfice of the Intelligence Orficer
linitad States Forcesy

'.‘PO 557;
12th Septewber, 1944

SUEJZCT: Intelligence Harrative
¥ission: Ruhland, 12th Septesber, 194l

TC : Commanding Ufficer, 306th Bambardment Group (H)

1. Karrative- . ' ' _
3C6bth flew 34 plus two PFF &/c as LOth *A" Caombat Ying. Erglish coast
0846 hours, Cromer; ensmy coast 1027 hours, 5424Y-O8LJ%3 following preceding '
Combat.®ings, went about eight milss south of .cowrse .until trenty miles W8 of |
Barlin,. then headed northeast to 5251N-13425, 1133 hours; 5221N-1414E8, 1140 hours;
5215M-14268, 1143 hours; I.P. at' 51064-1413B, 1230 hours; target at 1219; route -
-out approximately as brisfed with Belgian coast at S1LOH-0246Z, 1448 hours; Cr--
fordnass, 1511-hours; base, 1553, : - nee T
b - : ' #oel SR
';ng’Fizhtar Opoosition and Fizhter Supocrt . P "
- "L As 30bth made- the turn nortn of Berlin, thres or four jet propelled a/e,
leaving contrails far above, and.travelling very fast, were geen to swneep down
ths coluon of cembat wings foa front to rear.  There Was.a group straggling bad-
ly lmmediataly behind the 306th. as the jets were sbove this group they described
a wide circle, their contrails being very distinctive, as though designed to mark
the spot.. Coxbat.wings in Zront. wers coserved to be turning too close to Eerlin.
3060th leader pegan sliding off to left, mhen A.i. ire breks out in the middle of
cozDat wings ahead and on right. Berore 3C6th got entirely clear, one a/c in
lesd group, and leader of high group were nard hit. Tirpe, 1126; position, 5240%-
13402. Lead group haeld together solidly, but high &oup loot altitude following
crippled lsader. . Low group, trying to get clear of h.k. fire, was run intoc by
another group with red diagonal across tai), which came barging out from right,
directly through formation, breaking up both groupa. B '

AU this mement about twenty five FY19%0s Jumped the discrganized planss.
Entire attacks did not last more than f£ive or six minutes, but accountad .for
seven 306th planes;,cne of which crash landed in England. RS ;yi;. .

» Llead group.which hung together solidly was not attacked. Reports at-
tacks ont other groups as being frem 5 to 7 o'clock, high, level, and'low, four to
six abreust. Lost ons aircraft to as fire. : - ‘ SeE A

. - High group was sttucked froa 7 to 8 ofclock high, ¥six ubreast and four
deep”, losing two to fightoras, one to AA fire. T a
- Low group-states, “ibout 25 F%l190s cume rfroam 11 o'clock, high, firing
at group to our left with one pass, then turred und came at us from 6 otclock, -
ilow, ln five waves of three.uircrarlt exch, half rolled bensath us and foll zway
steeply." Llost five to fighters, ore of which crash landed in England, =~

Two. pleres of the high group tagged on to the lead. Remaining planes
of the high and low, with a fan stragglers with red diagonals strugsuslsd togetnar
into grous formution and pulled cizar ay 51ls came to the rescus. .

P-51s, first seen west of Danish coust 2t 1020, gave support all the
way to berlin., N3 of Berlin they vigorcusly attacked enemy fighters, numsrcus
deg rignts pelnyg seen. Uocd support continued over targst, where scme crews re-
Poert a few P-47s. Gthers sappearsd us brielfed on the way out. '
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3. A.A. Cun Fire
Xodsruts, accurats, traclkdng aAA fire northeast of Berlin at 5240-13.,08
ehot down two mcra.rt it target, moderats, low, inuccurute barrage, followed by
meager, inaccurate tracking. Damage: Lead, 2 slight, 1 lost. low, 3 alight, 2
severe. High, 3 ssvere, 1 lost. :

4. Bomoing '

- . After attack north of Berlin, five aircruft of high group joiwmsd with re~
m.iningnircrai‘torlowgroup. This new low group tacked onto two groups ahead and
boabed primary at 1215 1/2 hours. MNo striks photos are available, but group bom~- .
bardier bolima brisfed primary was hit. Photos from groups ahesad may ahou 306t.h
atriku. Laa.d group with two aireraft fron high group bombed. at: 123. S

Lsarletx D T e
»EO 575—1 ¢1‘°PP°d seven IG263 and ‘c.hrae mza on primry
s h2 AR
6¢ Waather '

13 to 5/10ths over entire routc. Batmn Berlin dmd. target, 6 to B/IOtha,-
tops 20 (I)O feet. — Leader of Scouting Force reported that he was being jumped by -

onaxy .Cighters, bld to jottisou tanka and run ror it; therorora no target. roport on
weather. 4 s, Tl R oy

© . Gfthe two FFF alrcraft flown, scope of load did not function suffieciently
for elthsar nmavigational aid or posaible boabing. Deputy equipasnt worksd well.

B. Obsarvations
"4bout 30 twin engine a/c on airdrams just south of Ludwigslust.
50 to 60 barges aldng Rhine south of Koblens.

Possibly 15 amall n/c on airdrome at 5118H-1322E.

9, Areraft in Diatreea '
" In addition to 306th losses, five B~17s with red ‘diagonals were seen
going down under fighter attack northeast of Berlin.

10. Lircr&rtﬁaturningxarlx
. Afhﬁ-xtumedmckatwmatw5lbommotoengimﬁﬂm
BroughtbackleSOOEZ.

JOHN A. BAIRKSFATHER,
Ksjor, Alr Carps,
Group S-2.
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H.Bﬁ{ ARTTRS 306TH BRIBARIAENT GROUP{ ) D-a-1
Otiice of the Intelligence Officer
Unlted 3tatea Farces

AP0 557
13 September, 1944

SUBJECT: Intelligence Harrative - Alrcraft Losses
Mission: HUHLAND, 12 September, l9LL4

T0 + Comzanding Qfficer, 306th Bombardment Group (H)

The 306th lost nine aircratft, seven to fighters (ene A/C, #093-V, pilot
Donkin, crash landed in England) and two to A.4. gun fire. These losses occurrsd
Just north east of Berlin at approximately 1130 hours. A.A. Dire accounted for
two A/C just before the Fighter attacks. Below is the conseasus of information
fran returning crewa on each 4/Cs o

Hajor FaRWELL, A/C 690-W

. Lt. Brown says this A/C hit by A.A. §un fire N. Berlin, 52,0 - leE

at 1126. 9 chutes, one of which appeared not to open. MNo fire, smoke, or exploa—
ion. Lta. Eros and Lingwall agree &/C hit by A.i. gun fire.

Lt Do? KIN, &/C 093-Y ‘

“ Hit by fighters. Malntained lead for a while then told Gassmsan to taks
over, (Crash landed 5 miles S.B. of danston. 4 bailed out over England. Two dead.-
Four with soms injuries. Three not hurt. ' B

Lt. BARR, A/C 969-X

Lt. Gassmaa's crew says that A/C exploded as a result of direct hit on
#3 engins, Lt. Breed's crew says that 2/C had all four engines on flre. 3 chutes.
4/C peeled olf, not seen any moro. Lt. Risk asays this A/C on fire. Hit by fight-
ers, £IExploded, 1 cimta, . ' )

t. BAILEY, A/C 065-2 .
Lt. Adam says this A/C dom to fightars. 1130 houra. &7 chutes. Might
have bean 042 inatead. .

Lt, YHITR, A/C Q42-P .
It. Adam says possibly this A/C down to fig,ntera at 1130. 6 to 7 clm’c.es.

Lt. WREGENFR, A/C 278-K -

Lt. idam says this A/C hit by fighters, 1130 hours M. Bm‘l.i_n ﬁont off.
to laft. Four chmtas. Fossibly more. Li. Gassman says #3 engine on fire. Slid
off to side. Hot obsarved any longer. Lt. Rlsk says this A/C tall assembly shot
oif, Dropped out of formation, 1128,

Lt. 8i3STR, 4/C 3680

Lt. Underwood says this A/C down 1135, hours, NE Berlin. #3 engins hit
Dy Aed. gun Pirs. A/C gpiralled doma to clouds. lHo iiro. 5 chutes obsarved..
Lt, Lacy says this 4/C hit by A.A, gun fire before fighters arrived. #2 and 44
engpines out, Under caantrol. MNo chutes. 1127 hours.




: oo S " Ly D=a=-1
Lt. GATZS, ll/c 7/ ﬂ ) . ~ 4 .
Lt, Schoenbachle  Jays this 4/C hit by fighters I |, hours, Flaues froa
radio roow back. No coutes obssrved. §3 angine on fire.

te FRETUAN, 4/C 150-K .

. Lt. Hutchinson says this 4/C hit by two fighters. 4/C dropped back on
fire. Mo cnutes observed to come from A/C, but two noticed in area, Cozld not
foliow aftermards. Just NE of Berlin, approxismately 1130 nours. Lt, Alyea suys
this 4/C hit by fighters 1128. Brokes in half, Mo chutes observed,

JOIB! A. BAIRNSPATHER,
Mjor, - . AC,
. Group 8-2,
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' zxmttiY. S'Otion 3 - h.l’lnﬂ- &~ :allﬂ' /- Ve

v rl’

< A# 306th flying as 4Oth 'A" C. W. mads thl urn porth of Bcrlin, three or
“four jet propelled a/o; leaving contrails,/ ang Sravelling very fast, wers
- saen to sweep down the colum of combat wings from front to rear, Thore
#WaS & group straggling badly immediately behind the 306, &g the jets
'.-were above this group, they desoribed & wide

circle, their contrails
I‘bcing vox-y diatinctivo, &8 though designed to mark the spot,
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/At this moment about 25 r, g, 19oc. Jumped the ai
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the attacks lasted from 1127 to 1130 hours, neavicst attack was sean %o
be ade on the preceeding 7ing, from wnich six to eigat D-17s were ceen
to be .nocked ouft of rormation. attacks were made from 6 to 7 o'clock
low and & to 7 o'clock high, wita one attack against the lead bax fron
11 o'cloek atigntly high., FK/a ~ers saen to tollow crisplad B-17s, keep-
i, bewd Lior Soasiauoiy TAre.  Jho i/ wonlu approuen to wathin 0 to
1) yarda on each abtack, then turn away sharply in a roil. 7The fighter
esco: vwus sbuent during the time o tae atbzcks, but returmed btefore
the =/~ coXd naks a second attack against this .dng. 5/A vere paintsd
black, cark gray, wnd a few were painted eilver,

The 35lat group, flying as the 94th “B* Caugbat idng, encountered
enmroxdrmetely 35 to 50 Z/-, Us 109s and F7 1903 equally ddvidad, with a
Tfeur 1.0 2373 with rockets attached, Cur low and high boxes vere gubjected
Lo thelr attacks betweea 1125 and 1130 hours on route in around Zbarswald
rorth-east of iZerlin. lLarge groups of /A formed io ths rear and attacked
in palrs or small groups from the tail, usually level, cloxing to within a
few hundred yards on the high and low boxos of the rear flights. Heaviest
attacks were pressed into the low assuadron of the low box in repeated at-
tacks., Lo Z17s Wers reported to havs lobbed rockets from sbout 1,000 yards
from the rerr, and some of thase 3/C came to within 530 jyurds cf our ‘
bLowbers. Theres was also the report of a few serial bouks teing dropped
sTom abave mithout noticeable resulits. There is no report of jet-propelled
a/S atiacking the formation, but it 1s belisved thal thers wars two or
three in the arvs circling sbove the formations. The /%4 Z/i were silver,
durk zreen, biue or black. Do 2173 were silver, . ‘ttacks were percistent
and varr agressive, ‘

“he 300th group, flying as the 4Oth “A‘' Combat inyg, nade jts torn
north of zorlin, whan threo or four jet-propelled A/U lesving coatrails
for atove the formmtlon and traveling very fast were seen to sweep dom
the column of Combat :ings from front to rear, There was a group straggl—
ing bzdly f-mediatsly tenhind the 3CEth group anz ¢s the jets iere zbove
thlas zroup they dascrived a wide circle, their contraills being very dis—
tinct, as though designed to ;ark the spot,

Cowmbat . ings chead ol the [Uth "A" Ucastat .ing sers otserved to be
turning too closs to jerlin, so ths 3UGth ;roup lsader begzn sliding off
t> tha laft at aboub the same time the ilak btroks oul in the zmiddle of
our (oghat .ings ak:ad and on the rignt. Telorm the 30vth group got en—
tirely clear, one A/C in ths lesd ;roup and the loadar of the hih group
wera hard fdt. Thia wag at 1126 hours at position 5240N-13408. The
load sroup held together solidly, tut tiw high sroup lost oltitude fol-
lomin; the cripplad leader, The low group, trying to get clear of the
flak, 4as flying a collision courss witn maotker sroup which came barg-
ing out Lroa rigznt and passed right throuzn the 40th "aA" Cocbat .ing rfox-
zatlon, treaking up the voambat «ing formation. At this moment about 25
515303 juaped the disorganized plines. The entire atiack did not last
more than five or six ainutas, but accounted for seven plunes froam ths
J0tth group, ona of which crash-landed in England, Tha lcad group of
tha 40th "a» Combat ing which hung tousther solldly wss not attacked,
znd reports attacks on other groups as being from 5 to 7 o'cleck high,
lavel and low by L/d fiying lour to six abreast. The lead group lost
ons 4/C to fluk, :

"he lon group rsports that about 25 F% 170s ceme from 11 o'clock
hizh riring at the group to their left and made ona pa.s, then turmed
eaw came ab the low group from 6 ofclock low in [lve waves of three and
Pour 4/ each. They hall'-rolled Lenszath us iad fell asay steeply. The
low zroup lost five A/C to fighters, aae of which crash-landed in Bngland
The higa sToup way attacked from 7 to 8 fighters and oue to flak. Two
planws o4 the high .roup tazzed on to the l2ad, while ihe racalning
planus of the hign and low, with a few stragylsrs froa the group wxhich
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was Tespoasibls for brsaking up the 40th "A" Combat ‘dng formation
struggled together into group rormsticn end pulled clesr es P-51s
came to thelir rescus, P-51s were Iirst sean vest of the Canish
coast at 10 hours, and gave us support all the way to Berlin to a
point north-east of Berlin vhere they vi-rorousl,{ attacked enemy
Tionters, anc nnmerous wog-fishis wale chaerved.  Suoa uoort was

alfcrded over ine target, uhurb BO.LE CTew3 I'eport & I'ewi .47l
Ctrers gppeered as ‘w:’.ei‘eu on the wuy at.

The 205tn zroup, flying as the LCth 73" Codat iing, and last
cver the tar bvt, Zot no enezn; air opuoc...t.ion. "‘}19;,' dlu see [roa ten
<o kecanbes n T U0y gt 1IN0 hours akoe

Ja ll73 aaw ~ W8 Bo L. Y Nlours -ahcul ..) LR CICRNAS U WITC T FT A4

oi' lerlin altacking other .dngs.

rorty~fivo encounters wers reporied, with the following resulis:

Lestroyed Probable Pamaged Mo Claim
FY 190 6 2 12
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